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Pounders Beach, Laie
(narration by Wylie Swapp)
Pier Pilings at Pounders Beach

(Courtesy Mark James)
Aloha …… there are so many notable historians in this group, but let me tell you a bit
about this area that I know about, things that I’ve heard and read about. The pilings that
are out there, that you have seen every time you have come here to this beach, are left
over from the original pier that was built when the plantation was organized. They were
out here in this remote area and they needed to get the sugar to market, and so that was
built in order to get the sugar, and whatever else they were growing, to Honolulu to the
markets. These (pilings) have been here ever since. It (the pier) hasn’t been used for
many years.
At the time they were about to begin building the big chapel, I Hemolele (where the
temple now stands), King Kalakaua and Queen Kapi’olani came to the groundbreaking
(April 6,1882). They took their boat from Honolulu, around the south end of the island,
and stopped at this pier over here. They were met then by the people from the plantation,
who I expect brought the King and Queen out of the sandy area and over there a little bit,
where they had built an arch. You know how the Polynesians are about making arches.
They had an arch made out of greenery for them to walk through as they got on to the
church property. Inside that arch, by each leg of it, they lined up the Primary kids and the
kids sang Primary songs as the royal couple came and walked through. Then the royal
couple were put on horses and they all went across the land up there to the where the
chapel was going to be built, where the temple is now. They had their luau and ceremony,
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whatever it was, and then the King and Queen returned back to Honolulu. This was
among a number of visits which the royal couple made to Laie.
The queen wrote in her diary afterwards, that as she went through that arch that here was
the most Hawaiian kids/children that she had seen in one place at one time in her life.
This is a period when the Hawaiians were all dying off, because of the introduced
diseases and because the Hawaiians, for some reason, were not having as many children,
so there were much less children in those days.
Queen Kapi’olani was very taken with Laie and the church. She became interested in the
church and she organized the Hawaiian Kingdom Women’s Organization, Hui Hoo’olu a
Ho’ola Lahui, which she patterned after the Mormon Relief Society. Later on she wanted
to live in Laie, and the plantation gave her a lot. I don’t know where that lot is, but they
gave her a lot. She never did live on it. She expressed a desire on several occasions to be
baptized and join the church, but the king said no, for political reasons; it would be better
for her not to--so she never did--but she remained very interested in the church all her life.
There is one other little interesting thing about this place—a funny story. Paul Forester,
who was painting the mural when the Church College of Hawaii first started--this is the
one [mural] in the front foyer that shows the missionaries with their boat out in the harbor
and they built an altar and are dedicating the land for the coming of the gospel. Paul
Forester is the one who painted that picture. The other guy, I’ve forgotten his name,
made the plans, but Forester painted it. Anyway, Forester would paint all day and then
go swimming and would often come down here to swim. Swimming between here and
the pier, someplace out there, he saw this thing that he felt was a cannon. He thought that
there was an old-fashioned cannon down at the bottom of the ocean out there. He finally
got together a bunch of the local guys and they all swam out to find the cannon. As they
brought it up it turned out to be an old sewer pipe.[much laughter] I think that’s all the
story I have to tell you about this site!
Comments:
[??]: “It was so flat here, that when you were standing in Laie you could see this whole
area and you could see the king coming, she said you could see this whole area.”
[??]: “I think I read that Kalakaua made similar comments about the children of Hawaii.
When was it in relation to Kapi’olani’s comment – before or after?”
Swapp: “I don’t know anything about his comment, I only know about what she wrote in
her diary.”
{??]: “Brother [Joseph] Spurrier has written an article about this.”

Former LDS chapel (Laie Malo’o chapel)
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Kamehameha Highway, Hau’ula (next to Sacred Falls)
Former LDS Chapel in Laie Maloo
(now Malamalama Ke Ao Church near Scared Falls)

(Courtesy Mark James)
(information narrated by Zane Clark)
I have been reading some things that Riley Moffat put together because he couldn’t be
here today. This little chapel, evidently, there is some question about it, but Riley in his
history brochure of Laie has a photo of the old chapel down at Laie Molo’o and this looks
identical to it, so there is a supposition in some of this.
This is what Riley writes:
A dependent branch was organized to serve the members living on the kuleana lands
between Laie and Hau’ula with a Brother Apuakehau as branch president. A small
chapel was constructed here in the 1920’s--I’m assuming down near Kakela. When the
Oahu Stake was organized in 1935 the Laie Malo’o Branch was combined into the Laie
Ward. At some point afterwards it appears the chapel was sold and moved to this site
near the Sacred Falls area. Note the similarities of this chapel and the photos.
If you look in his brochure it does look identical to this. I don’t know if anybody here
has any more history to add to this, but that is the history Riley was able to dig out. The
chapel down there was abandoned, and it was sold and somebody moved it to this point.
Anybody know any more than that? Wylie?
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Lanny Britsch: “I don’t know any more than that, but I can tell you this, that 44 years ago
when I was on my mission . . . I never served down here, but in Kona at Opihali, down in
South Kona, we had a chapel that was almost identical. There was another one, a little bit
larger than this, but looked so much like it, it is almost spooky, up in Kalaoa in North
Kona, and there were others on the Big Island. And even in those days the chapels in
Opihali and Kalaoa were still being used.”
In case you didn’t hear that, Lanny was just saying that when he was on his mission 44
years ago on the Big Island, there was a chapel almost identical to this and others around,
so evidently the church was doing then what they do now, using the same plan, sending it
all over the world.
Comments:
[??]: “What is it used for now?”
[??]: “Zion Church.”
Zane Clark: Wait, now Wylie [Swapp] says he does remember when this chapel was
moved, so he does know, so this is IT, no more guessing!
Stella Kiel: “So, where exactly was the chapel situated?”
Wylie Swapp: “Laie Molo’o, the lower part of Laie. I don’t remember exactly where.
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Kahana Valley Chapel
(information narrated by Zane Clark)
Kahana Chapel

(Courtesy Mark James)
I’m going to read you a description that Riley [Moffat] wrote. I’m assuming that he took
much of this from a paper that Lance Chase wrote for the Society a few years ago, which
is available in the Pacific Islands Room, by the way, it is a much more lengthy
description of this whole affair.
During the Awa Rebellion of 1874, 113 dissident saints from Laie, formed a hui
(association) and bought the auhupua’a of Kahana and moved down here to farm taro and
other crops. This made Kahana the second or third largest congregation of saints in
Hawaii at the time. Mission records indicate Kahana had a chapel and 154 baptized
members in 1895. Many of the Kahana saints migrated to Iosepa in Utah, making up
about a third of that colony. Some Chinese then moved in to farm rice. By 1930 most of
Kahana Valley had been acquired by Mary Foster and her family, the Ward Estate. The
Kahana Branch combined with the Hau’ula Ward in 1955. In 1970 Kahana Valley was
condemned by the State to make a State Park. Descendents of the original kuleana land
owners are allowed to reside in the valley in exchange for helping maintain park facilities.
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Recently a dependent Sunday School has been organized for the saints still living in the
valley. Note the graves around behind the chapel and on the slope behind, which is right
up through here on the little trail, including the three children drowned in the tidal wave
of April 1946.
So, some of them have family here I know that Sissy Fong said that some of her relatives
are in these graves.
Ben Shafer: Good morning gang, My name is Ben Shafer. My mother is Dansette
Puanani Beirne, who’s father was Daniel Francis Beirne, whose mother was Tutu Nancy
Lokalia Kaukai, who’s mama was Tutu Helena Kekua’awahia Keaunui who’s father was
London Lakana Keaunui.
I just wanted to relate to you a story about this valley. When the Hawaiian saints in Laie
were told that they couldn’t grow ‘awa (kava) at a meeting on January 1, 1874, a lot of
the Hawaiians were kind of nuha (upset) at the Mission President (Fred Mitchell).
Apparently there was a falling out and they decided to leave Laie. There were Chinese
over here in Kahana Valley growing rice at the time, and they had bought the property
from some other Chinese who were going bankrupt. They had bought the property from
Queen Lili’uokalani’s mother, who was Keohukaloli, but these Chinese were trying to
sell it because they were losing money. So when the Hawaiians and other Polynesians
came in, they bought over 5,200 acres from the back of the mountain to the ocean for
$5,000. In those days that was big money.
And so what happened was they formed a hui. Everybody got together and the more
money you put in, the more land you got. The names that came out of that are so
interesting because they come from all over. Everybody wanted to take part in the
Hawaiian Mormon church. I believe that there was something like 8 or 9 individuals that
were disfellowshipped by pres. Mitchell. They “set up shop” over here. They had a
temporary chapel and then a year later they built the permanent one. In the meantime,
Brigham Young was the president and so they wrote to Brigham Young and said, “How
come they (in Laie) can grow coffee but we cannot grow ‘awa [kava]?” They weren’t
stupid; they knew what was going on. Selling ‘Awa was good money to supplement their
income. Anyway, Brigham Young reinstated the disfellowshipped saints, but most
decided to just stay here. That mission president, Pres. Mitchell--they sent him back
home to Utah.
In the meantime the saints came over here and the church was building the Salt Lake
temple and the saints here wanted to go to Salt Lake to help build the temple and do the
work. What a lot of them did was start selling their shares to the McCandless family or
the Ward family and Foster family. So these families started buying up shares and the
Hawaiians were willing to sell because they wanted to either move to town, closer to
work, or they wanted to go to Utah. A lot of the old families like the Pukahi’s, the
Adolpho’s--a lot of the old families came here, set up shop, set up home and then they
went to Utah. A lot of the old families. Of course when they went to Utah they were told
they couldn’t stay in Salt Lake City, it was suggested they stay on the outskirts, in a place
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called Skull Valley, which they later named Iosepa. Just so happened guess who was the
manager over there? Fred Mitchell! Anyway, I’m sure they dealt with it and did the best
they could. But being Polynesians, you know, Utah was just too cold, and they were
freezing to death over there, so a lot of them came back. The rest returned when the
church decided to build a temple in Laie. What was really interesting was the move to
Utah was really instrumental in getting a temple over here, because who became the
president? Joseph F. Smith! I’m sure he saw their suffering.
As we all know he came over here when he was 15 years old. You know his mother died
when he was young, his father died with his uncle, Joseph. He spoke fluent Hawaiian,
had a Hawaiian mother (Ma Manuhii) who is buried by the temple. And so I guess he saw
the Polynesians struggling up there, and doing the best they could and I think he was
convinced that they needed a temple close to home, so in 1915 they started building the
temple. In 1919 it was dedicated, a month after Joseph F. Smith passed away. The next
president [Heber J. Grant] was the one who dedicated it.
Anyway it is a beautiful history of a pioneer group from Polynesia going to Salt Lake and
then coming back home.

Comments:
[??]: What is the future of this place [the chapel and graveyard]?
Ben: The future over here is that the valley was condemned by the State of Hawaii in
1965 and we are kind of glad they don’t have any money because then they can’t tell us
what to do. Anyway, we have been going after grants for years. This is one of the places
we are wanting to restore, so what we’re doing is putting in for grants so that we can
rebuild the little chapel.
[??]: Do you have any idea of the age of this particular building?
Ben: Aunty Sally [Wood Nalua’i] said that when she came, the chapel was here already.
There was a bell on the top, they would ring the bell and everybody … there was nothing
going on back then and this was in the day when everything was right here … so
everybody and all the kids would come and as the kids walked along to the chapel they
would stop and pick up guavas and whatever they could find to eat and then they would
get to the chapel and their pockets would be full of all kinds of food and they would be
eating while the sermon was going on.
My great grandfather Sam Nuhi was the branch president here for many years and Pua
Haaheo was the other branch president for many years. For some decades they would
“take turns” being called as branch president. My great grandmother was the Relief
Society president with Aunty Sarah Kekoa’okalani, her mother, and so our family has a
lot of good history over here.
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We know the saints built a temporary chapel here first and then they built a permanent
one. We believe this is the permanent one. You can see how small it is so I don’t know
how all those big people got in there!
[??]: “It’s got big windows so you can look in from the side.”
Ben: Aunty Sally Wood Nalua’i, who passed away a couple of years ago, said they
would eat the guava and throw the skin part out the window and there would always be
somebody at the back of them slapping them on the head because, you know, not
supposed to throw things out the window. They were kids, right! That’s what kids do
unless you train them.
Pua Haaheo is buried up there with the three kids, when you’re going up on the right.
They [the children] were the ones that died when they had the tidal wave April 1st 1946.
And then my great grandfather – actually my step great grandfather – buried in the back
here – that’s Ron Johnson’s grandfather, and the Kekuaokalani’s are in there too.
Every once in a while people will stop by and we always hear an interesting part of their
side of the story. Because we don’t know everybody who is buried here, it’s always
interesting to talk with those who stop by to visit relatives’ graves. Hopefully we will be
able to create a record of who’s buried here.
Zane Clark:
Thank you, Ben. By the way, I looked at the tomb of the babies buried over there, they
were one, two, and three years old. Thank you, that was very interesting.
I am going to quickly read the description of the Hawaii Loa College site in Kaneohe
[our next stop] before the mosquitoes carry us up. This was one of the sites proposed for
the building of the Church College of Hawaii.
Editor’s Note: Kahana Valley Chapel remains are scheduled for demolition in
Spring of 2008)
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Hawaii Loa (Potential CCH Site)
Kaneohe, Hawaii
(Near Pali Golf Course; once Hawaii Loa College and now the Windward campus of
Hawaii Pacific University)
“Hawaii Loa” Site
(now the Windward campus of Hawaii Pacific University)

(Courtesy Mark James)

Beginning in 1949 the leadership of the Oahu Stake began investigating the idea of
establishing a Church sponsored high school or college in Hawaii. At that time there
were 200 LDS youth attending private schools in Honolulu. After David O. McKay
became president, the idea gained momentum. An early decision was where the school
should be built. Several sites were proposed or offered. Even though Laie was owned by
the church, 75% of the members on Oahu lived in Honolulu and many church leaders in
Honolulu did not see any logic in building a school in Laie; some even said they would
rather send their kids to mainland schools than to little old Laie with less than 1000
people. The Territory offered the Old Boys Industrial School site in Waialae Iki in 1950
but it was dismissed. The site of an old naval hospital in Aiea was offered but was too
close to Pearl Harbor sailors. Most Oahu Stake leaders favored this site in Kaneohe
because it was within a 20-mile commute for 95% of Oahu LDS and there were many
employment opportunities for students in Kaneohe and Kailua. Oahu Stake President,
Edward Clissold, describes submitting this report to President McKay:
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“He had me come behind his desk and sit in a chair right by him. He put his hands on my
knees. He said, “Brother Clissold, what about our school?” I said, ‘Well, the brethren
came down and made a report.’ Then he said, ‘That’s right. Where’s Kaneohe?’ I
replied, ‘Kaneohe is over the Pali from Honolulu, about a fifteen-minute ride.’ He just
kept looking at me. I added, ‘President McKay, I can’t forget Laie.’ He slapped my knee
– I think I still have the mark on it – and said, ‘Good, I thought you had gone along with
them. Now we have their report, we appreciate it, but the school will be in Laie.’”
President McKay had Laie in mind all along and the Church College of Hawaii opened
there in the Fall of 1955. Ken Baldridge describes this search process in a 1983 MPHS
paper.
It is a beautiful site down there and you’ll say, “Wow!” but I think we know that
President McKay made the right decision.
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Lukewarm1 in Paradise:
A Mormon “Poi Dog”2 Political Journalist’s
Journey into Hawaii Politics
by Alf Pratte
Background
This paper describes a lifelong journey in journalism which began in Canada and
includes the U.S. mainland and Hawaii. The journey provided the author a unique
perspective on the politics of Hawaii as seen during the many years the author lived here.
This paper includes an appendix which lists and briefly describes 66 members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints whom the author has known personally or
written about in newspapers, or historical articles. This convenience sample is taken from
more than 500 elected politicians and government officials the author interviewed,
reported on, or wrote about in scholarly articles, books or newspapers in Canada, Utah,
Pennsylvania and Hawaii.
Though the author's background in political writing as well as journalism and
journalism education spans two countries, four states, and nearly 50 years, this paper
primarily focuses on Hawaii politics, particularly the period from 1964 to 1981 when the
author was employed as a reporter for the Honolulu Star-Bulletin (1964-69), as
administrative assistant to the Senate Minority (1969-1977) and as coordinator for the
Marine Advisory Program at the University of Hawai'i (1977-1981).
As part of his responsibilities in the LDS Church, the author also originated the
Hawaii Record-Bulletin in 1967. This LDS publication was patterned after the Catholic
Herald and was mailed to Hawaii's media, government officials, and libraries. The
author served as reporter, editor, and liaison between regional Priesthood leaders and the
faculty/staff at BYU-Hawaii who published it. The paper’s name was changed in 1984
to Hawaii LDS News, under which title the paper existed until it was stopped in 1993.
(Unfortunately, today the LDS Church has no such publication to serve as a historical
resource of its people and events.) It is from this fundamental source of information (that
communicated political as well as spiritual information) that much of the information in
this paper was gleaned. Inasmuch as the author wrote many of the political stories and
editorials, the data may be considered a primary source.
The author also recently conducted a number of personal and telephone
interviews with many friends and associates in the media since returning to Hawaii after
an absence of 24 years.
The Journey Begins: Family Heritage and Canadian Politics
My involvement in Hawaii politics was a long time coming—stretching back
to the bleak Canadian prairies during the Great Depression. Both my adoptive
parents, a French-Canadian Catholic and a Presbyterian with roots in England and
Scotland were political activists in the environment of conservative, liberal, socialist
and even communist political parties. My upbringing in Canada, education and
experience in Utah, and 17 years in Hawaii as a reporter and editor, administrative
assistant to the Hawaii State Senate Minority, and travels throughout the Pacific
region as the marine advisory coordinator at the University of Hawaii all contributed
to my becoming a United States citizen. I believe my journey will help you better
understand why I have described the role of members of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints in the kingdom, territory and state of Hawaii as lukewarm.
In sharp contrast to Hawaii and much of the Mainland U.S., the country I was
born in fostered a healthy, very diverse, and vigorous political system. Also, because
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of my parent's example and my conversion to the LDS Church in a time when
government and politics was more relevant in our daily lives, I believe that in many
ways I had superior role models than many of today's youth, who are often lulled by
the mis-information of the mass media. Much of the Mainland U.S. today appears to
have forgotten its selection as a chosen land where, like Hawaii, the life of the land is
blessed and preserved in righteousness, and by the constitutional responsibility to
choose good, wise, and honest men and women.
Mother Taught Me the Need to be Politically Informed
Probably the most passionate of the political activists in our family was my
mother, Olive Elizabeth (Fraser) who was the granddaughter (through her adopted
mother) of the Honorable John Charlton, a member of the House of Commons for nearly
40 years. A staunch Presbyterian with roots through a Northumberland, England, family
he was a member of the Canadian High Commission that helped to settled the 1870s
boundary dispute between Canada and the U.S. More significant in the eyes of my
mother, and later for me, was the fact that Grandpa Charlton had been the major
Canadian parliamentarian who fought against American Sunday newspapers being sold
in Canada and all other practices that desecrated the Sabbath.
In family scrapbooks I have clippings of "The Honorable" (my mother always
made her children use term "The honorable" when we talked bout Grandpa Charlton)
Charlton's pro-Sabbath Day crusades to keep Sunday away from the merchants is a cause
I champion to this day in my own life. My mother was also a teacher who taught in one-room schools for a paltry salary during the Depression. Because of the low pay and low
status of teachers she joined she joined the Saskatchewan teachers and began to organize
teachers to join and help her fight for an alternative to the political party in power. For
most of her life she taught to fight against those in power and to serve as a loyal and
educated opposition.
What I learned from Dad
Unlike my school-teacher mother, my Dad was close to being illiterate after
dropping out of school in the eighth grade and struggled to read even a newspaper. I can
still “see” him at the end of a hard-working day sitting in a chair moving his lips as he
struggled to read words he did not understand from detective magazines or newspapers
and often, he would stop to ask mother to help him with the hard words. But to Dad's
credit, his favorite reading material, along with Mother's, pertained to the news about
politics and government. Like Mother, he grew disenchanted with the CCF (socialist)
party and joined ranks with the Liberals to fight the Conservative bankers and
businessmen.
As a child I grew up knowing the names of all the political leaders and where they
came from, just as well as my friends knew the names of American baseball players.
Talking politics became one of the few things our family talked about over the table
while we ate.
Though Dad’s discussion of politics was often confined to broad
overgeneralizations, his favorite heroes were the politicians who stood up to business
interests on behalf of the working people, particularly those who challenged American
industries trying to take over Canada's natural resources, such as the oil fields being
discovered by American adventurers.
An Early Mormon Political Hero
One of the main political heroes my father and mother had in 1949 before we
moved from Saskatchewan to Alberta was N. Eldon Tanner of the Social Credit
government that had been established in the neighboring province of Alberta by a
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hell-fire and brimstone minister nicknamed "Bible Bill" Aberhardt. As head of an
unorthodox new political party that wanted to do away with money and create a
socially responsible credit system, Aberhardt had appointed Mormon school teacher,
Tanner, his Minister of Lands and Natural Resources. The quiet-spoken Tanner
received national attention for his efforts to thwart American oil interests absconding
with massive profits after discovering and extracting the oil reserves in the Leduc
area. The Social Credit Party devised a plan where each of the citizens of Alberta
would receive a share of the oil profits rather than allowing excessive profits to be
funneled to the United States.
N. Eldon Tanner was one reason why my parents gave me their approval to join
the LDS Church in 1951 although I knew little other than the good feelings about it. They
felt that if the Church turned out politically active men and women like him, then maybe
it wouldn't do any harm to their adopted child. "Just make sure that you live your new
religion to the best of your ability," my mother exhorted me. Then you'll never let
yourself, us, or God down."
President Tanner was also one of the reasons my parents let me drive to
Calgary after I had got my driver's license to take part in the dedication of a new chapel.
Because Pres. Tanner had helped raise the funds for the chapel in record-breaking time,
President David O. McKay had come to say the dedicatory prayer. Bill Asplund, the
boy who had brought me into the Church and I each got to shake hands with the whitehaired prophet.
In 1956, while I was serving as a missionary in the Gulf States of Texas,
Louisiana and Mississippi, I learned that President McKay had selected Tanner to
become an assistant to the Quorum of the Twelve. Along with Hugh B. Brown, another
Canadian, Tanner later served as counselor in the first presidency.
Southerners Talk Stink About Hawaii
It was while I was a missionary in the Gulf States that I heard the first negative
things about the people of Hawaii. Some southerners were apprehensive about the
possibility of Hawaii becoming the 50th state. The concern among those emphasizing
"state's rights" was over what they described as the "mongrelization" of the population
because of its mixture of Caucasian, Hawaiian, Japanese, Chinese, Filipino and other
races.
Surprisingly, some of the Southerners I met, including a few LDS, were afraid
that making Hawaii a state would mean two more Democratic votes in the U.S. Senate
and two more in the U.S. House. Most of all, however, they were afraid that the Blacks
would intermarry with white women. Little did I know that within three years I would be
interviewing some of those "mongrel" political figures such as Congresspersons Spark
Matsunaga and Patsy Mink, and U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye. In 1976, I would be among
those who helped arrange for a news conference at the Honolulu Stake Tabernacle with
the man who would be the first Black male baptized in Hawaii.
Mormon Involvement in Canadian Politics
In addition to N. Eldon Tanner, I learned there was one more Mormon in
Canadian politics at that time. Like Tanner, he was from Cardston, the location of the
Canadian Temple built 1923. His name was John H. Blackmore, another school teacher
and the first Mormon to serve in the Canadian House of Commons when he was elected
in 1935.
In 1955, after I became a night proof reader, teen columnist and reporter at the
Lethbridge Herald I first heard The Honorable Blackmore speak at political rallies for
the Social Credit party. Crippled with polio, Blackmore had to drag his steel-brace legs to
the stage where he charmed his audience with a shrill voice, facts, sarcasm and naked
emotional appeals. Hypnotized by his charisma, I volunteered to help our political writer
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cover future speeches. I knew I was supposed to remain objective but I fell in love with
John Blackmore as a politician.
As a moon-struck teen I also fell madly in love with his daughter, Luanna.
However, like dozens of other young LDS women I was attracted to in southern Alberta,
Luanna insisted I was simply "a good friend." One of the good things that came from our
friendship, however, was that I no longer wanted to be just an ordinary journalist or even
a sports writer. By then I knew that my future lay in becoming a political writer. I began
to do all I could to learn the system. I read other Canadian and American newspapers. I
covered dinner meetings, City Hall, and the Mayor's office.
As unlucky as I was in love, I got lucky in politics. I worked most of my high
school years for Mayor A.W. Shackelford, who owned Lethbridge's three major theaters,
where I worked as a doorman and usher. The consequences of the job in that oligopoly
had a double impact on my career as a journalist and as a political reporter. The first was
that my job made me acquainted with nearly everyone in southern Alberta. In fact, I
became so visible and accepted that I was drafted to run as a last minute candidate for
student body president against another candidate who had been elected to office every
year since he was in elementary school.
Reacting negatively to the “perennial” officer (who was far-better qualified than
me) the students voted against him by voting for me. As with Arnold Schwarzenegger, I
won my first political office because the voters were eager to kick someone out. As
William Bennett Munro has observed, "People vote their resentment not their
appreciation. The average man does not vote for anything, but against something."
The second benefit of working for A.W. Shackleford was that I had an inside
track to the Mayor's office, which I covered dutifully along with the police station and
other general assignment reporting jobs. I got started in the business working as the night
proof reader while preparing myself for a second round of Department of Education
exams. The second round was worse than the first. Two years later, I decided to move
south of the border where politicians accepted "the wretched refuse of (Canada's)
teeming shore."4
Learning About American Politics in Utah
Even before I started taking classes at Brigham Young University in
September where I majored in English and Journalism and minored in Political Science,
I learned how involved the LDS were and had been in politics. Because the Church was
still misunderstood and because rumors persisted that Mormons still practiced
polygamy, LDS candidates did not have an easy time.
Without a doubt, the most famous LDS political figure in my era in both the U.S.
and Canada was Ezra Taft Benson, a member of the Quorum of the Twelve, who served
as the Secretary of Agriculture in the cabinet of President Dwight D. Eisenhower from
1952-60. In addition to his prominent national position, Benson also became a
spokesperson for those concerned about threats of communism.
In a 1969 interview with me, he said that both his wife and son Reed were cardcarrying members of the John Birch Society, a major education group fighting
communism.5 His son Reed, who later joined the faculty at BYU Provo, became one of
the field officers of the John Birch Society. Giving support to Pres. Benson in the fight
against communism was another Southern Alberta native. He was former BYU faculty
member, Salt Lake City police chief, Salt Lake City Mayor, author and orator Cleon
Skousen.6 His book The Naked Communist used scriptures from modern day prophecy
to give politics and government a doctrinal framework.
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Jack Anderson: The Mormon Muckraker
Among the most critical of the John Birch society was the "Mormon
Muckraker," Jack Anderson who did not always see eye to eye with the John Birch
Society and other educational groups. I came to admire his coverage of national and
state government greatly and he became a model for me in my work as a journalist and
later as a professor of journalism both in Utah and in Pennsylvania.
As active LDS, both of us were at times embarrassed at what we saw as education
groups trying to equate principles and equate doctrines of the gospel with their political
and economic views. While a student at BYU while working for both the Salt Lake
Tribune and Deseret News, I covered a number of stories which cumulatively gave an
image that Utah was, at best, immature and often silly about its politics and its political
candidates.
My first stringer job was as a part-time correspondent for the Tribune covering
the Utah County Commission, the Provo City Council and its city manager and other
crime and sports stories. On at least one occasion I got to work closely with political
writer Hays Gorey, who later went to Washington D.C. to cover the White House for
Time magazine. When I came back from my mission to the Gulf States, I went to work
for Leo Perry at the Deseret News from 1961 to 1964.
More than anyone I ever had in journalism, Leo Perry became my greatest
mentor. It was during those years working for Leo that I became familiar with the
wacky world of Utah politics and developed an aversion for the abuse that inevitably
comes from a former underdog party that gets power. L.H. Robbins came close to
describing Utah's one party government when he said, "How a minority, reaching a
majority, seizing authority, hates a minority." It reminded me of my early training with
my father and mother who told me that I should always identify with those outside the
system who have limited access and are denied representation because of misinformation and ignorance.
Examples of this abuse were seen in such examples as the name-calling between
conservatives and liberals, the fact that BYU president Ernest L. Wilkinson had students
tape lectures of BYU faculty suspected of being communists, and the fact that there were
no classes being taught on collective bargaining at BYU. I recall writing news stories
about faculty members such as Garry Browning, Ray Hillam and Richard B. Wirthlin
being accused in the early 1960s of being socialists or communists. Browning's major
offense was that he taught Russian and defended the Russian people as being wonderful
people. Wirthlin is said to have supported communist economics by teaching there were
other more responsible options than naked capitalism. Ray Hillam was called disloyal for
suggesting in BYU Studies that the United States should pull out of the Vietnam.
Within 15 years many of those accused of being disloyal to America and teaching
false political doctrine at BYU were recognized both in their professional fields and by
the LDS Church. Hillam became the director of the David P. Kennedy International
Center. Browning was called as a mission president to Russia, and Wirthlin as a member
of the Second Quorum of the Seventy. Other members of the political science department
had been described as "communists" on a libelous web site. Two of the three political
science professors were mission presidents. When the charges against my loyalty to
America were published on the internet I was a branch president at the Missionary
Training Center where I served for a total of six years.
Because of the 1960’s hysteria over Communism at BYU, at one time I
considered joining the John Birch Society. Before I did I was fortunate to enroll in a class
studying Communism taught by Edwin Morrell, a political science professor who had
been one of the first LDS missionaries evicted from Germany before the start of World
War II. Morrell taught me that Communism was not the monolithic scourge that it was
erroneously believed to be and I became interested in the Democratic Party as a possible
substitute that matched most closely with the principles of the restored gospel.7
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Utah Democrats
It was at that time I began to be attracted to some of the other LDS politicians
who were Democrats and seemed to exercise more common sense and affinity to
outsiders and minorities. Among them were the Udall family of Arizona, and Provo's
own Esther Peterson who became the secretary of consumer affairs for John F. Kennedy.
I was also encouraged by Calvin Rampton who appeared at the Utah County
courthouse one afternoon in 1964 as a Democratic candidate for governor. Few political
insiders such as myself thought that Rampton had any chance against the heavilyfinanced Republicans. His defeat of Governor George D. Clyde was one of the major
political upsets of the year.
Fortunately, I still had not lost my antipathy to big business and affinity for the
laboring person taught to me by my parents and the Asplund family. Such feelings were
not evident when Theron Liddle, managing editor of the Deseret News, asked me to go
work for the Church-owned newspaper after my graduation from BYU in 1962.
Disappointed by the low salary I was offered after working for them on a part-time basis,
I told him I would rather go back to graduate school and try to get on with a newspaper
with a better reputation.
At that time he warned me against working for a newspaper where I was required
to give up my free agency by being forced to join the American Newspaper Guild in
Honolulu. After I left his office I was approached by Golden Buchmiller, the state editor,
and editor of Gold Dust that gave news about our reporters throughout the Intermountain
West.8 He told me not to worry about what Liddle had said. "We can all be grateful for
the newspaper guild," he said. "They are the ones who keep a check on the big
newspapers and corporations that make exorbitant profits and claim they don't have
enough money to pay the reporters and editors. The guild helps establish rates of pay that
workers deserve and can live on and their wage scale impacts even cheapskate
newspapers in Utah that won't allow unions."
With the advice from Buchmiller, my wife, June, and I left for Hawaii where I
began working as a general assignment reporter and doing freelance work on the side for
the LDS Church News.
Hawaii Was a Breath of Fresh Air in Politics
Within weeks after arriving in Hawaii in September, 1964, I found myself
involved in the coverage of dozens of campaigns for national and state office on Oahu
and the Neighbor Islands. Because I was the low man on the totem pole at that time, I
had to work Sundays. Because of this schedule I had to wait until I was finished around
2 p.m. before meeting with June to go to sacrament meeting, followed often by a free
luau we were able to attend because of the tickets provided us by one sponsoring group
or another (tickets were left on the bulletin board at the office). I was able to cover and
meet dozens of candidates including U.S. Senators Hiram Fong, and Daniel K. Inouye,
Patsy Mink, David McClung, Thomas Gill and others such as Governor John Burns,
Honolulu Mayor Neal Blaisdell, as well as dozens of local and state candidates.
My biggest local political hero during my first two years in Honolulu, however,
was a dynamic pipe-smoking maverick City Councilman, who was always the odd man
out, consistently voting against his other eight colleagues on nearly all issues at the
Tuesday afternoon City Council meetings. His comments were timed so that coverage
would always be on the 6 o'clock news.
For nearly a year Fasi continued to be one of the main actors in my news
coverage. More than anything else, the state's largest newspaper was helping to project
him as a serious candidate for mayor even though he was seldom around for the hard
nitty-gritty detailed work carried out in the council committees by workhorses such as
Matsy Takabuki, Toraki Matsumoto, Clesson Chickasuye, George Akihane, Walter
Heen, and Kekoa Ka’apu.
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Ka’apu also became an early mentor to me in City Hall as he invited me out to
lunch and we talked about urban affairs and planning and other issues that few politicians
in Hawaii were discussing at that time. Another friend who helped me greatly in my
early days reporting City Hall was Eileen Lota, the city clerk. She was particularly
helpful every Tuesday morning when I would go over to her office and try to anticipate
from the agenda for the 2pm meeting how the votes might swing in the afternoon when
the TV cameras were turned on and some of the councilmen began to strut and preen for
the 6 o'clock news.
From Eileen I learned about the integrity of early Hawaiian politicians whose
word could be believed. This contrasted with the situation I saw when I returned to
Hawaii in 2003 and saw dozens of stories on a regular basis about the corruption of the
City and County government during the administration of Jeremy Harris (who I had
worked with when I was coordinator of the Marine Advisory Program of the Sea Grant
College).
The news stories told how architects, engineers, businessmen and even judges
and elected officials had been encouraged to make illegal donations to Harris'
campaign chest which helped him gain election as the mayor.
When I traveled with Eileen and her husband or when she coached me on a
regular basis at City Hall she also gave me an insider's view of growing up in politics
with her father Noble Kauhane and others who worked the levers at Honolulu Hale and
Iolani Palace from the turn of the century. But there was little Mormon involvement she
told me. I also learned the same from Donald Johnson (Johnson was writing a history of
City Hall). He also agreed that that the man to watch in Hawaii politics at the time was
Frank Fasi.
Helping Create Frank Fasi
"Aren't you a little concerned that you might be giving Fasi a little too much ink?
managing editor Bud Smyser asked me one afternoon after calling me into his office.
"Maybe it’s time we gave you a little more time to start looking into his record and
letting our readers know if he really is quite the elected official that television and you
are making him out to be?"
Frank Fasi

(Star Bulletin.com)
After a few weeks of poking around and looking into his conflicts of interest
and demagoguery, I realized that Smyser was quite right and I began to provide more
background and interpretation to help our readers better decide about Fasi's role. We
had a showdown just before the 1968 final election. It occurred when I appeared as one
of four reporters questioning Fasi and State Senator Andy Anderson, the two finalists
for mayor on live TV.
When it was my turn to question Fasi I asked him a question drawn up by
committee from our staff about Fasi's campaign theme of making Oahu more attractive
for tourists. His claims about beautification contrasted with evidence the Star-Bulletin
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had uncovered that Fasi owned the property was being used by a junkyard that blocked
the view of one of Hawaii's most famous landmarks: the sunken Arizona battleship of the
Pearl Harbor monument. The Star-Bulletin had even run a picture of the sad sight in an
issue that day.
After I asked about the apparent contradiction between Fasi's inability to practice
what he preached, Fasi smiled into the camera for a moment before he launched into a
personal attack on my motivation in asking the question. It was masterful job of
deflecting the criticism. "Why, Mr. Pratte," Fasi said with a smile, “we should all know
that that you would ask such an unfair question. We all know that you work for a
newspaper owned by Chinn Ho, who plans to build high rise hotel on Diamond Head.
And we all know that is why your newspaper opposes me and why you are picking on
me."
Because the rules of the panel were that reporters could not follow up on their
own questions, I had hoped that one of the others would follow up on my question but
none did. After the panel I was somewhat shunned by the other reporters for having
caused an unpleasant moment. The same was true the next day at Church. I learned
quickly that the members of the Makiki Ward had sided with the politician rather than
the reporter.
Although my hard questioning of Fasi on television contributed somewhat to
my being looked at skeptically by my ward members, and later being kicked out of
City Hall after Fasi was elected, it had not damaged my chances to be appointed to the
Honolulu School District Advisory Council (as well as several others in the years
ahead), nor, did it negatively affect my work as a reporter. It was during this period
that I was invited into Bud Smyser's office again. He told me that he received
complaints about my coverage of the Vietnam War protests. I was concerned that I
could lose my credibility for being biased. "Fortunately," he said, "the complaints we
have received about your reporting have come from both the pro war groups as well
as those who oppose the war. Congratulations, Alf. You must be doing a good job to
have both of them mad at you. Keep up the good work."
It was because of my personal involvement as a reporter and as a political
appointee that I began to meet a handful of members of the Church of Jesus Christ
Latter-day Saints in elective office. In addition, I met a few more who worked behind
the scenes in the “fourth branch” of government, as legislative aides, as well as
members of cabinets. In addition, some officials, like Eileen Lota, had LDS relatives or
were close friends of the Church, but were not members.
It was because of my desire to try and recognize the LDS in prominent positions
in government as well as business, education and cultural affairs that I asked Honolulu
Stake president Max Moody and his counselors James Hallstrom Sr. and Elwood Stenzel
if I could write and edit a newspaper for the Honolulu Stake to better correlate and
communicate with our growing membership and to serve as a medium to present a more
accurate view of the Church than was being presented by the Church public relations
office at the time.
The first issues came out in 1967. In 1968, I recruited Ron Saftsen of CCH and
others who helped produce the paper. Before long we had become a regional publication
that served all of the Hawaiian Islands as well as the Pacific. As noted from the name
Record-Bulletin, the publication was to serve as a bulletin of current news and events
designed to portray an accurate image of a diverse, exciting Church. Because the paper
would be mailed to the media and institutions such as the state library system I was
determined to change the image of the Church as being one that was controlled by Utah
haoles with little local participation. It was generally to feature the faces of local people
on the front pages and relegate outsiders, haoles in particular, to the inside.
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Front Page of First Issue of the Hawaii Record-Bulletin

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)

21

The paper was also designed to provide strongly-written editorials that
advocated the position the LDS Church in much the same manner that other
newspapers and magazines do. As an adopted child I am particularly thankful for the
leadership the Hawaii Record-Bulletin provided along with that of the Hawaii
Catholic Herald in the pro life movement. As part of my assignment on the
ecumenical pro life movement’s Board of Directors, I recommended that we make a
special presentation to Monsignor Joseph Marazen, for his years of service to the life
of the unborn as editor of the Catholic Herald. It was an atonement of sorts for all the
many years that the Catholic Church had provided the leadership in the pro-life
movement while Mormons sat back and watched from the sidelines. As a former
Catholic boy from Saskatchewan it was my honor to present the plaque to Father
Marazen. He had tears in his eyes as I made the presentation on behalf of the
ecumenical pro-life movement. So did I.
The second name in our LDS newspaper was even more important than
providing current news. It was designed to serve as an important “record” of the
past. With the discontinuation of such a method of communication and recognition
we have also lost a valuable instrument to record the achievements of ordinary LDS
members and their contributions to this wonderful state. It is to all those unknown
people and personalities that my paper is dedicated, as well as to those whose
names are listed in the appendix.
Review of LDS Political History
Although the following review in no way claims to be inclusive, it nevertheless
does help provide somewhat of a look at the LDS in politics, with emphasis on the period
from 1967 to 1981. In no way do I claim this to be a comprehensive look at the entire
history of LDS involvement in Hawaii politics. It is, however, an overview and a
reminder with a few insights about LDS in Hawaii politics from 1850 to the present. It is
hoped that readers will provide the author with additional names he has not included in
the appendix.
Findings
With these qualifications in mind, and with the possibility that more names may
be added to the 66 he includes, however, the author is confident in his conclusion that the
LDS community in Hawai'i is less-than-impressive in its contributions to the public
sphere in the light of its Church doctrines and potential for good. H. Thomas Kay said
that his experience as a life-long resident of Hawaii is that with a few exceptions, "few
LDS people are comfortable working with politicians, or in running for office
themselves.” My research, recollections, and experience generally confirm Kay's
observation. I offer a few of my findings:
1. The politics and government in Hawaii historically was representative, diverse
and reflective of its unique population. To paraphrase Alexander Pope, "Jarring interests
of themselves created the according music of a well-mixed state."
2. Like other states that have lost much of their "mixing" as well as political
purpose, Hawaii too has adopted the philosophy best stated by H. R. Robbins who saw
"how a minority, reaching a majority, seizing authority, hates a minority." I cannot judge
the current administration, led by a governor of a minority party (Linda Lingle (R)), but
I do concur with former Democratic Congressman Cecil Heftel's observation that
corruption has now reached a high point in the history of Hawaii.9 This has become quite
obvious to voters during the past year as the media provides evidence on a weekly basis
on the corruption of the campaign finance system by the Mayor of the City and County
of Honolulu, as well as public and private education, and organized crime.10
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3. Contributing indirectly to some extent to this decline in Hawaii politics and
quality of government, are members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
who do not magnify their obligations as citizens of the state of Hawaii. Such a concern is
aimed more at the LDS than any other religious groups because the Latter-day Saints
should know better. Both their scriptures and their Articles of Faith encourage ongoing
active participation. But all religious groups should be more involved in both political
parties and not assume that one single party has a monopoly on truth. Yet with the few
exceptions revealed in this study, ignorant or apathetic LDS have contributed to making
Hawaii politics a cesspool, then avoiding politics because it is a cesspool. This is a
double crime.
4. This study, even though incomplete, shows that in nearly one half century, only
two LDS candidates have ever run for the U.S. Senate, three candidates have run for
Congress, and one LDS man (Cecil Heftel) was elected to the U.S. House.
(Heftel also ran for the office of Governor but was defeated in a smear campaign
that has come to symbolize the desperation of an entrenched system.)
Cecil Heftel

(starbulletin.com)
They are also reflected in his book End Legalized Bribery.l1 The only other
LDS-associated person nominated for the appointive position of Territorial Governor was
Harold Kay who was turned down in favor of William Quinn.
To my knowledge no active LDS person has ever been elected to the State Senate,
although H. Thomas Kay ran for that office in 1970. At least two women (Diane Hansen
and Virginia Isbell) have been elected to the State House. Hansen and two other LDS
were both elected to the State Constitutional Convention. One LDS woman (Deborah
Hartmann) was elected to the State Board of Education where she served as the chair in
1993. [Editor’s Note: Since this paper was submitted, LDS Democrat, Muliufi “Mufi”
Hannemann, successfully ran for the office of Mayor, City and County of Honolulu]
To add to the concerns of the lack of success of LDS candidates in elective office
is that a handful of LDS or former LDS named to appointive offices have had legal
“concerns.” At least two of them have been indicted and are in jail.
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Reasons
What are the reasons for such a sorry state of affairs in Hawaii elective politics
(a state where LDS now make up 15% of the population)?
1. One may be that so many of us are so active in our faith (which is indeed
commendable) that we overlook the fact that the cesspools in our communities are
getting larger. Perhaps we need to seek moderation in all things and take some of the
time to be serious about our “temporal” environment.
2. We spend too much time arguing about "liberals" and "conservatives" without
recognizing that both ends of the spectrum need to be cleaned up. Certainly no one is
stupid enough to believe that one party has a monopoly on truth.
3. Even though our Church is a kingdom and we don’t run the Church by electing
people in a representative democracy that relies on public opinion, we should not forget
that this is way we run the government that allows us our freedom of religion. This is the
problem we had in Laie a few years ago when the “Big Four” (HRI, BYUH, PCC, and
the Laie Hawaii Temple) failed to involve the Laie Community Association and other
groups who deserved to have access to the inner circles of decision making about their
temporal affairs.
Twenty million dollars later, we’ve learned that this was not a good idea. Since
that unfortunate era, which I am sure Jack Hoag will be happy to talk about, the folks in
Laie have gotten a little more involved in the community. But we must try to make sure
this never happens again.
Conclusion
Let me conclude by referring to the one exception that Kay makes about the lack
of political involvement. He refers to my old friend, Jack Hoag, a retired bank executive,
who now serves as the public information director for the Church in Hawaii. And seems
to provide us with a new model and a new example. Another one is my old friend Carla
Coray who for years headed the Republican Party and recruited dozens of people to run
for office simply because no one dared to fight against the party in power.
I was one of those who ran--not once but twice--for the Board of Education and
got beaten badly twice before I threw in the towel. Since then I have become involved
once again in politics in Utah--as a member of the minority party--this time as a
Democrat.
I can honestly say I am not a chameleon. I do not switch my colors to blend in
with the majority. My job as a poi dog political reporter and a Latter-day Saint is be part
of the loyal opposition is try and clean up the cesspool even if it’s only one cupful at a
time. It's something I hope each of us will try.

Appendix
LDS Affiliations in Hawaii Politics/Government
In particular, the following list focuses on LDS men and women who have been
elected (19), defeated in political campaigns (18), appointed to public office (17) as well
as a handful of important non-Mormons who have befriended and mentored LDS (10).
The latter includes members of Hawaiian Royalty, a U.S. President, Congresspersons,
Governors, Mayors or other public officials who had/have authority to appoint officials
or make public policy.
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Kingdom and Territory of Hawaii (1850-1859)

(A) Jonatana H. Napela, an alii and judge appointed on Maui.
Described by Lanny Britsch as "a man of considerable influence." Helped to
translate Book of Mormon into Hawaiian with Elder George Q. Cannon12
(F) Queen Kapiolani - Wife of King Kalakaua, she admired large families of LDS
Hawaiians and the fact that they were preserving culture through hula. She patterned a
Hawaiian women’s organization after the Relief Society.
(F) King Kalakaua - "Long and friendly relationship" with LDS from 1874 to 1891. He
complimented citizens of Laie for their industry and for beauty of community, but most
of all because of the number of their children. Her personally donated money to the
building of I Hemolele chapel in Laie.13
F) Queen Liliuokalani was baptized into the LDS Church by her old friend Abraham
Fernandez in 1906, though she did not become an active member, and Mormonism never
became her exclusive religion.14
(F, A) Walter Murray Gibson - Appointed Prime Minister in Kalakaua’s government
after being excommunicated for swindling the church out of land on the island of
Lanai.15 Even after being excommunicated, Gibson treated the LDS representatives of
the Church with "respect and kindness."16
Walter Murray Gibson

(honoluluadvertiser.com)
(E) Alfred Apaka Sr. -- Territorial Legislature
(E) Victoria Holt - The first female territorial high sheriff and later first female Honolulu
police commissioner. She died in May, 1972. A member of a prominent kama’aina
family, she was politically active from the 1930s to the late 1960s. She served as a
Democratic National Committeewoman for almost 20 years. Born in Honolulu, she was
the mother of ten and involved in civic activities as well as politics from an early age.
Throughout the 1940s and 1950s she was active in Democratic Party affairs. In 1964 she
cast one of Hawaii's four electoral votes for Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson and vice president
Hubert Humphrey.17
She was wife of Charles H.K. Holt, who served several terms in the Territorial
House of Representatives and was the chief clerk of the Territorial Supreme Court.
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Governor
(DA) Harold T. Kay-- nominated for territorial governor but not appointed by Pres.
Eisenhower. His son Thomas says Harold was LDS but not active.18 William Quinn
got the appointment from Eisenhower. Yvonne Curnow believes Kay recommended
purchase of the site for Honolulu Tabernacle.19
Modern-day Hawaii
U. S. Senate
(D) Cecil Heftel (D) 1970
(D) Daniel Dew (R) -- ran against U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye in 1980 on a Pro-Life,
Anti ERA, Pro-family platform.20
U.S House of Representatives
(D) Carla Coray -(E)Cecil Heftel—(D) Representative to 1st U.S. District, 1977-86.
(D) Diane Hansen (R) - Challenged Congresswoman Patsy Mink in 1970 and
1972.21
(D) Muliufi "Mufi" Hannemann (D) - Unsuccessful attempt for 2nd Congressional
seat against Patsy Mink; Lost by 2,000 votes (1990).22
Governor
(D) Cecil Heftel—unsuccessful candidate in primary for governor, 1986
State Administration
(A) Morris Graham, Special assistant to Benjamin Cayetano
(A) George Kanahele, Hawaii International Services Agency -Burns administration;
Kanahele was a Hawaiian scholar and author; among those who started Hawaiian
renaissance.23
(A) Jack Hoag, University of Hawaii Board of Regents; Appointed by both
Governors George Ariyoshi and Ben Cayetano; Spokesman for LDS Church
public affairs.
(A) Max Smith - Hawaii State Veterinarian
State Senate
(E) Milton Holt-(D) H. Thomas Kay (R) -- 7th Senatorial District (Kaimuki to Hawaii Kai). Kay was
recruited at the last minute by Fred Rohlfing and was able to file one day late after
Kinau Kamalii withdrew. Kay lost and never ran again. "I gained was a great admiration
for all those who do run and for all they have to put up with."
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Legislative Assistants (“Fourth Branch of Government”)
Barry Smith, Senate Majority
Alf Pratte, Senate Minority.
Both served in opposite legislative offices at same time. Smith was former student body
president at CCH.
State House of Representatives (Oahu)
(D) Sven Evertson (R) - Windward Oahu
(D) Jaren Hancock (R) -- Hawaii Kai District
(E) Diane Hansen (R) Kailua District 1971-73
(D) Leighton Kaonohi - 26th District (Waimanalo, Keolu Hills, Enchanted Lakes) 1990
(D) Jerry Loveland -- Windward Oahu
(E) Henry Peters (D)- Waianae, Speaker of House, Bishop Estate Trustee (1984-1999)
Co-author with John Waihee of bill to establish Office of Hawaiian Affairs
(D) Ishmael Stagner - Windward Oahu.
(D) Steve Svedi (D) Kailua 23rd
(D) Walter P. Young, Kaimuki
State House of Representatives (Kauai )
(E) Billy Swain –1994-1996
State House of Representatives (Big Island )
(E) Virginia Isbell - Member of House, she ran as Republican with John Leopold in
gubernatorial race. Later switched to Democrat party with Anne Kobayashi and Donna
Ikeda
(D) Mac Villaverde, Honakaa Ward, at large seat, 1970, 1972
City Council (Big Island)
(E) Takashi Domingo, 1976-1996
(E) John Sakamaki, Ainaloa Ward, at-large seat.
Legislative Aides
Valerie Mendez-Trotter - State House and State Senate
Political Party Leaders
(E) Carla Coray - Republican Party of Hawaii. Helped recruit and train about two
dozen candidates during two decades 1970s and 1980s.24
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Mayor: City and Country of Honolulu
(E) Muliufi "Mufi" Hannemann (D) – elected in 2005
Muliufi “Mufi Hannemann

(City & Country of Honolulu)
City Council (Oahu)
(E) Mufi Hannemann, 1994-2000. Council Chair 1998-1999.
(D) Daniel Kamalani - Makiki area, 1970
(D) Albert Lolotai, Kaimuki, 1970 - A long-time leader in the Samoan community,
Lolotai had been active in representing Samoan interests in Hololulu, Laie and
throughout the state. In 1963 he went directly to CCH president Richard Wootton to
express concerns that many in the Samoan community felt that the opening of
Polynesian Cultural Center in October 1963 was another example of palagi
exploitation of the Samoans and their culture. As reported in an oral history interview
with Kenneth Baldridge in 1980, Lolotai became so militant in expressing his
concerns that when he reported them to the to the Church Education Board, Chairman
Wendell Mendenhall told Wootton to assure the Samoans that the next director would
be a Polynesian. Wootton in turn reported to Lolotai what Mendenhall had said about
the PCC naming a Polynesian manager. According to Wootton's account:
So I did assure them and this was an assurance between me and their
leader; their leader was Al Lolotai. I don't know if you know Al or not, and
then without even a word to me or to anyone connected with the college faculty, or otherwise, or to the Samoans or Polynesians - I never in fact, had
any information - a palagi was appointed director of the PCC …. And it was a
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shock to the Samoan community. Not only was this a shock, but Brother
Lolotai came to me and just about almost accused me of being a liar. "You
know, you told us and we backed off from our opposition," And now I had to
say to Al, "This is as much a shock to me, I believe, as you. If you feel
betrayed, I feel betrayed," and I did.25
City Appointees
(A) Carla Coray - Director Auditoriums, under Mayors Fasi and Harris
(A) Moroni Medeiros - Assistant Director, auditoriums
State Board of Education
(D) Morris Graham, Laie, 1990; CCH faculty.
(E) Deborah Hartmann, Hauula; Chair, 1992-94.26
(E) Cecil Heftel, at-large, 2004-2008
(D) Alf Pratte, Honolulu, 1970, 1976
Constitutional Convention (1968)
(E) Diane Hansen (R), won seat on first try at elective office
(E) Robert O. Joy (R), professor of business BYUH, Con Con 23rd district
(E) Mac Villevarde, Big Island, 3rd District.
Other Elective Offices
(E) Tommy Kaulukukui – At-large seat, Board of Trustees, Office of Hawaiian
Affairs27
(E) Boyd Mossman, Office of Hawaiian Affairs
Appointive Offices, State
(A) Boyd Mossman, Circuit Court Judge
(A) Bode Uale - Family Court Judge
(A) William Wallace III, Family Court Judge
Appointive Offices, Maui
(A) Boyd Mossman, Prosecuting Attorney
(A) John Sweeney, police chief.28
Appointive Advisory Councils or Boards
(A) Patricia Lei Anderson of the Lanikila Ward -- White House Conference on the
Family. Appointed by Governor George Ariyoshi, 1980.
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(A) Lokelani Lindsey, Henry Peters, Mrs. Oswald Stender Bishop Estate Trustees
(A) Odetta Needham Lota , City and County Credit Union
Government, Educational, Youth, and other Politically Related Groups
Boy Scouts of America, Aloha Council - George Q. Cannon
Freeman Institute - Holbrook and Amanda Dupont
Hana Pono - Numerous concerned LDS women since International Women's
Year Conference.
Hawaii Committee for the Humanities -Ishmael Stagner, National Science
Foundation workshops, 1978-79.
Hawaii Region of National Taxpayers Union -- Daniel Dew, Waikiki Ward, field
representative
Hawaii Right to Life - Cheryl Logan, Julina Lung, Alf Pratte, Jimmy Wong,
John Birch Society - Paul Hummell
Libertarian Party - Paul Andrus

Selected Political Friends with LDS in Hawaii
(F) Neil Blaisdell - Former Mayor of the City and County of Honolulu •
(F) Daniel Inouye - Has appeared at CCH/ BYUH a number of times29
(F) Jeremy Harris, Mayor of Honolulu - Used to work for Jack Davidson and Alf Pratte
(F) Kekoa David Kaapu (Kekoa David Laulii 'o Napali Hau'olioli 'a Ko'olauloa 'o
Kaapu 'awa 'o Kamehameha)30
(F) Eileen Lota, former clerk, City and County of Honolulu
(F) Charles Toguchi - Former State Superintendent of Education and alumnus of
CCH, 1969.31
Laie Community Association (1865-2003)
"For almost one hundred years, Laie was a small plantation community, viewed
as a gathering place for the Saints owned and operated by the church and administered
by local priesthood leaders. Political and civic leaders in Honolulu had little to no
interest in this "distant area of Oahu ... That, of course, was in line with the church
leaders and the "you do your own thing and we'll do ours" philosophy. Challenges were
ever present, but little changed until the early 1900s." (Alton Wade, letter to BYU
Board of Trustees, Feb., 1992) 21
"The neighborhood board has had little to no political involvement in
Laie. In fact, the neighborhood board was only organized several years ago." (Alton
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Wade, White Paper, to Hawaii Church Coordinating Council "Historical
Realities,"March 29, 1990.
"The Laie Community Association is now recognized by City and State leaders
as the official voice of the people in Laie. The Neighborhood Board is now an
important political entity between the community association and the City Council.
Direct church involvement is more of a negative than a positive." (Wade, White
Paper)
" ... The Laie Community Association is now exercising mature and responsible
leadership. I have never known the residents of Laie to be more unified, optimistic and
supportive of the Church than it is today. This is critical because without the political
support of the Laie Community Association, our task would be next to impossible."
"Your unfounded and false accusations that the LCA Board of Directors are
"mere puppets" of myself and Zion's Securities is an insult to their intelligence and their
integrity. They not only function totally independent of our influence, but they are
capable of and uncommonly dedicated to working through problems at the grass
roots level while protecting the rights of organizations and individuals in the
community." (Alton Wade letter to Jim Anthony, attorney, May 8, 1992)
International Politics and Government
Many CCH and BYUH graduates have been involved in political affairs, policy
making, administration and government in the U.S, and Pacific. One of the most
prominent of these has been Gregory J. Newell, who at the age of 37 became the
youngest ambassador in the history of the nation when he was named to the Stockholm,
Sweden post by President Ronald Reagan.
A graduate of BYU-Provo in International Relations and political science, Newell
attended the Laie campus in 1970 before an LDS mission in France, Belgium and
Luxembourg. While working as an assistant to the governor of Pennsylvania from 197980, Newell directed the nation's first technical trade mission to the People's Republic of
China shortly after the nation received most-favored nation status by the U.S.
Other Political and Government Leaders in the Pacific
Other prominent BYUH alumni providing leadership in politics, government
and local, state, national and international positions are: F. H. Faleomavaega, U.S.
Congressman, American Samoa; William Galeai, budget manager for the Samoan
Senate; James William Harris (deceased) , Director of Central Planning and
Development, Kingdom of Tonga; Eni Hunkin Jr. Lieutenant Governor, American
Samoa; Michelle Moana Hippolite, policy advisor, Prime Minister of New Zealand;
Liwiana Ramon-Ionis, chief clerk, Congress of Federated States of Micronesia; Jon
Jonassen, acting president of South Pacific Commission, Secretary of Cultural
Development, Cook Islands and Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Cook Islands; Gregory
Newell, Managing Director of NuSkin International and U.S. ambassador to Sweden.
BYUH graduates serving in the United Nations include:
Jackeo Relang, permanent representative of the Republic of the Marshall Islands to the
United Nations where he was involved in projects concerning global warming and
nuclear testing in the Pacific. He was formerly in the ministries of education and foreign
affairs and trade in the Marshall Islands
CODING SHEET FOR LDS CANDIDATES IN POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT
(A) = APPOINTED (17)
(D) = DEFEATED (18)
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(DA) = DEFEATED IN EFFORT TO BE APPOINTED !
(E) = ELECTED (19)
(F) = FRIENDS OF LDS

ENDNOTES
1. The title of the paper is inspired by a verse in the Book of Revelations (3:16) that
could very well apply to the growing tendency among the LDS to avoid the instruction to
choose "good, wise and honest"3 candidates.
2. For those not familiar with what a "poi dog" political reporter may be, it means
simply that the reporter comes to his assignment with a mixed heritage, like most in
the islands. That's the kind of political career the writer has been blessed to have in a
lifetime that may remind many historians of Forrest Gump in journalism.
3. Doctrine and Covenants 98:10.
4. From Emma Lazarus, "The New Colossus."
5. Ezra Taft Benson, Interview with Alf Pratte, Doug Brinley and Paul Hummell,
Honolulu Airport, reported in " Hawaii Record-Bulletin, "Apostle says Lord's Time
for Asia Here," p.
6 "Skousen: 'Constitution Heaven Inspired," Hawaii Record-Bulletin, June/July,
1982, pp. 1, 3.
7 I recently met Ed Morrell's daughter who is a counselor at BYU and serves with
my wife June as a counselor on the BYU 2nd Stake Primary Board
8. One of the reporters that was mentioned frequently in "Gold Dust" was Elayne Bybie
and her husband Warren who were stringers for the Deseret News in Idaho. In 2003 it
was my privilege to work with Elayne and Warren when with my wife June we served as
volunteer missionaries at BYU Hawaii. At that time Elayne was doing research in the
BYUH Archives and Warren was serving as a photographer for the Polynesian Cultural
Center. Previous volunteer missionaries had included Leo and Melba Perry and Norman
Bowen and Frank Davis, who had both been editors over me at the Deseret News.
9. Cecil Heftel. Remarks at Mormon Pacific Historical Association, Auwaiolimu
Ward, Honolulu, October 18, 2003
10 Heftel. See also his book.
11 Cecil Heftel, An Ex-Congressman's Proposal to End Legalized Bribery.
12. R. Lanier Britsch, Moromona: The Mormons in Hawaii, Laie: Institute for Polynesian
Studies, 1989, 17, 25.
13. "King Kalakaua Viewed His Mormon Subjects," Hawaii Record-Bulletin,
December, 1979, 7.
14. Britsch, 93.
15. Alf Pratte, "Walter Murray Gibson Still A Rascal: Was He A Rascal or a Friend of
the Hawaiians? Hawaii Record-Bulletin," January, 1978, 8.
16. Britsch, 58, 91.
17. Alf Pratte, "First Woman Sheriff Was LDS," in Names in the News, Hawaii
Record Bulletin, May-June, 1980, 4.
18. H. Thomas Kay, telephone interview, October 11, 2002.
19. Yvonne Curnow, Interview, October 16, 2003.
20. LDS Seeks U.S. Senate Nomination, Hawaii Record -Bulletin, May-June, 1980.
21. Allen H. Lundgren, "Kahaluu Member Describes Another Kind of Hawaii, " Hawaii
LDS News, April-May, 1989, p. 11. The article notes that after successful races for the
Constitutional Convention and State House of Representatives, Hansen- Young left
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30. Telephone Interview with Eileen Lota, Oct 17, 2002. The full Hawaiian name was
Kekoa;s request for her to read his name thus at the Tuesday afternoon City Council
meetings. Eileen grew up with the Kaapu family in Punaluu, where Kekoa’s father
tended the county beach park and his “Hawaiian village” (wiped out by 1946 tidal
wave).
31. Charles Toguchi, Telephone Interview, Oct. 10, 2003.
32. Alton L. Wade, Letter to BYU Board of Trustees, Feb. 4, 1992.
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Musings of an Old “Pol”
by Cecil Heftel (R)
(former U.S. Congressman, State of Hawaii)

When I thought about speaking with you today, I decided to not even think about
what I would say but to act as though I have come to a meeting and somebody asked me
to speak about having been in Congress, and to make it a conversation. . . to speak, not
off the cuff, but out of a history and the feelings and experiences in a way that would just
be as simple as two of us going to lunch and talking about it.
The political system in Hawaii is a basic figurative. It’s a basic figurative because
it is a controlled system. The Democratic Party has controlled it for fifty years. What did
it give us? They gave us a corrupt legislature, and corrupt trustees of the Kamehameha
Schools. They exploited the schools, they decimated the system, and they absconded
with and caused hundreds of millions to be lost to the children who would attend
Kamehameha Schools. Even worse, they had a political system of contributions, and if
you noticed all of these little pieces coming out about all these people being indicted,
about breaking the law in campaign funding. Well that’s a fifty year history of corruption.
Nobody ever thought that there was any other system and nobody ever thought
that anybody would ever be indicted for doing what everybody did all the time. It’s
amazing; these things happen now. And, I was very unfortunate because I can remember
when I was trying to raise funds to run for office and I found that I was boycotted. The
system said “You’re no good, because you’re not one of the boys. You’re not going to
protect us and our illegal acts in office and you’re going to expose us if you get the
chance, because you have no sense of loyalty.” Loyalty to what? A corrupt party? So as
a result, I came into Congress determined to do things that couldn’t be done. But I tried.
The first thing I wanted to do was become a member of the Ways and Means
Committee, so that I could influence a very unfair, inequitable, tax system. I endeavored
to propose new tax legislation. You know I couldn’t even get anyone listen to it. I

34

couldn’t get anywhere with it, and I was pretty irritated by it. But in Congress I got angry
at people because I had to represent Hawaii, but you can’t get angry at the people who
make the legislation in Washington and make the decisions that affect the people of
Hawaii. So, I had to think twice about what I did and what I said.
Are you all familiar with the Rayburn Room, where everybody sits, behind the
House of Representatives? The Rayburn Room, in the capital in Washington, is where
you sit and have casual conversation or have meetings with people while you were
coming off the floor of the House, where you were voting in the daily issues. Who do
you think controls the space and the agenda that occurred in the Rayburn Room? It was
people we called the Gucci-cults bunch. You have heard of Gucci shoes - $300-$400
shoes, and Gucci coats, that was Gucci-cults. Well these people were all paid hundreds
of thousands of dollars, not millions, to represent what I call special interests. It was
devastating.
If you were in a meeting, and we would have conferences between the
Republicans and the Democrats, between the House and the Senate, where you could air
your differences on a piece of legislation and they would come out with the final piece of
legislation. And one time I went into the room where the conference committee on a
piece of legislation affecting the airlines, employees and ownership, was taking place.
And so I came into the meeting as a member of Congress, to discuss it. Well, half the
people weren’t there, because half the people were in the Rayburn Room with the Guccicults bunch, who were telling them what to do, not listening to members of Congress,
who wanted to discuss the issue. As a result, people with incredible funds and corrupt
natures were dominating and determining what happens in the Congress of the United
States.
And that is the saddest thing that I took away from ten years in Congress. I could
have stayed forever. I got elected by 83% or something, a crazy number. Who made it
with 83%? I did--a Mainland haole! But the fact remains that the people who had vested
interests, that they wanted Congress to protect, were heard first, and the people who
represented the public and the public interest couldn’t be heard at all. The one instance
I’m thinking of was when the employees got together to buy Continental Airlines and
they had a very meritorious case and Congress never considered it. The guy who ended
up acquiring it was a ‘thief in the night’. But he hired the so-called lobbying firms of
both the Republicans and Democrats. He hired the law firms of both the Republicans and
Democrats. He spent about three million, retaining them all, and as a result, the
employees, who had put together a strong case to acquire Continental Airlines were never
heard.
Now, I could give you examples endlessly about that kind of shenanigans taking
place. But it went back, in part, to the fact that for forty years the House had been
Democratic. But the Democrats were serving self interest before the people, and there
was no competition; there was no way Republicans could be heard. In Hawaii, the
Democrats were so corrupt that after 50 years, the people, out of desperation, elected a
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Republican female from the Mainland to be Governor (Linda Lingle). They did that out
of desperation, because they knew there was no hope for any Democrat they elected.
When John Waihee was elected Governor, the first thing he did was start to get
rid of all the money in the treasury. There was an incredible of surfeit, and when he left
there was an incredible deficit. He spread it around to all the people who he wanted to
have influence with. It was criminal. Now remember Waihee was supposed to be the
Hawaiian candidate, because he had some Hawaiian blood, Hawaiian name. During his
tenure in office, the Hawaiians were totally ignored, their rights trampled on…the kinds
of things that were should have occurred never did. In Hawaii the native Hawaiians had
rights to land (crown lands)… they had rights to income from the land, and no one has
ever challenged that statement as being inaccurate. But they never got it. They were
totally ignored. It’s the same thing that in politics in open society people go to jail for.
Not unlike what’s happening with these people going to jail for this campaign funding
scandal that somebody erupted…why now I don’t know—it’s been going on for 50
years! It’s never changed.
So, I’m always offended that people who have been given control by the public,
abuse it—and abuse it for a period of 50 years. Take for example our educational system.
It’s a disaster. Why is it a disaster? Because, the vested interests want the government to
control the system. The teachers’ union doesn’t want anyone to interfere with their
control of the educational system. And the children don’t get a proper education. It’s just
unbelievable--the state of education in Hawaii.
Now Gov. Lingle is trying to do something about it…and they’re attacking her,
and they’re trying to prevent her from doing it. They say she wants to control education.
All she want to do is give the elective rights to the way education is controlled in Hawaii
over to neighborhood/regional/island groups to better educate our children That’s all she
wants to do. Will she succeed? I don’t know. I hope she does. But here’s a republican
with the first chance to reform the educational system in Hawaii.
But in the final analysis, because I want to get back to your thesis, Al (Pratte),
Where is the church in all this? Nowhere. Am I correct? (Pratte’s response: The church
officially encourages us to get involved, but I don’t think the people are responding). Ok,
I’m not talking about the church’s position; I’m talking about the people. They aren’t
getting into the fight.
Mike Foley interjection: “The one exception was the same-sex marriage proposal. The
people were heavily involved.”
Helftel: Well, I don’t even want to talk about that one, because that was such an easy
one!
Yvonne Curnow interjection: “Well you have to understand many people--in order to
survive here in Hawaii--work 2-3 jobs and it’s pretty late by the time they return to the
house!”
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What I’m referring to is a little bit different. Sticking out your neck and being
willing to take the risk that goes with …obviously people have enough problems…
overcoming the people who attack them unfairly and dive in asking for more attacks and
more enemies, I understand that. But I’m still saying, that we as a people in Hawaii have
failed under the leadership of an elected democratic regime that’s persisted of 50 years.
Now it’s true that we’ve elected a republican governor. But keep in mind, the house and
the senate are so controlled by the Democrats it’s ridiculous. And you don’t pass
legislation as a Governor unless you get the votes from the House and the Senate. And so
we’re confronted with people with the biggest motives, the kindest hearts, and it’s being
abused by the elected leadership. That’s the best way I can put it.
We should have all of the lands that belong to the Hawaiians turned over to them.
They should earn the income from it, and deal with it in a way that’s beneficial to the
people of Hawaii. And all of the Hawaiians who can’t send their children to
Kamehameha Schools ought to know what percent of the Hawaiian children are able to
go to K…does anyone have any idea? I was going to say 5-10 percent. Even if it’s 10
percent, that leaves 90 percent who can’t go to K, they must go to a disastrous public
school system and 5-10 percent can go to K. What kind of a system is that? It’s wrong.
Now once Al (Pratte) gets me going it’s hard to turn me off; I get so angry. But
you know, when you get to be 80, it’s time to shut up. But it’s wonderful to be able to
preach to the choir! Nowdays of course, I try to go about my business quietly, and I’m
not interested in meeting with the media. I had my shot and I appreciated it, and when
your time’s over, you move on.
Well, today I had the choir; thank you all. Thank you all for extending this
opportunity to me, because it has given me a chance to say what I really think and feel,
and you can only do that to the choir! Thank you very, very much.
_________________________________________________________
Editor’s Postscript: Final comments and advanced age notwithstanding, Cecil Heftel
ran for the Hawaii State Board of Education in 2004 and succeeded in being elected
(Term of Office: 2004-2008).
Bio: Arizona State University, B.S.; Root-Tilden Scholar; Attended Law School: New
York University, University of Utah. U.S. Congressman, First District, Hawaii, 1976-86;
Broadcast Executive, 1956-76 and 1985-2004. Author, “End Legalized Bribery: An ExCongressman’s Proposal to Clean Up Congress” (1998).
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World War Two in Hawaii: A Watershed
by Mark James
with Lt. Col. Vernon Hardisty (Ret.)
I first of all want to recognize Bro. Vernon Hardisty and Elder Adney
Komatsu, who are here with us today. At some point in my presentation I will turn
some time over to Bro. Hardisty to provide a personal perspective. Elder Komatsu
will follow me on the program. What I’m proposing to talk about today is the
World War Two era and the singular events that I believe blessed the LDS Church
in Hawaii.

Prologue
During the first few decades of the 20th century, the LDS Church in Hawaii
was doing well. Hawaii had its own temple (the first outside continental North
America) and Oahu had a stake (created in 1935; also the first outside continental
North America). Altogether, there were roughly 15,000 members of the Church in
the islands (total population: 422,000). In August, 1941, Elder David O. McKay
dedicated the Honolulu Tabernacle, a fairly large complex of buildings, which
continues to be a beautiful focal point for the Church’s presence in Hawaii.
Honolulu Tabernacle

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
There were also two missions operating in the islands in the years just prior to
World War Two. In addition to the Hawaiian Mission (begun in 1850) there was also the
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Japanese Mission (established in 1937; later called the Central Pacific Mission). One has
to remember, the mission in Japan was shut down in 1924, after a number of
unsuccessful years. Since a few Japanese converts had moved to Hawaii (mainly for
temple work) and had had some success in converting fellow Japanese in the islands,
several people recommended that the Japanese people in Hawaii be proselyted in an
organized way. Up to that point (1930’s) relatively little missionary work was directed at
the Chinese or Japanese in the islands (though there were several prominent early
members of both ethnic groups). Discussions since the late 1920’s centered around
forming Japanese language Sunday Schools and services.

Pres. Hilton Robertson with Japanese Sunday School Group (1930’s)

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)

These discussions finally led in 1937 to the formal organization of what was
called the Japanese Mission (later renamed the Central Pacific Mission in 1944). Each of
these two missions had about the same number of missionaries: 50-60 or so at the time
just preceding the war. Each mission was doing quite well.
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Hawaiian Mission with Elder David O. McKay Aug 16th, 1941.

(Hawaiian Mission Newsletter, Ka Elele o Hawaii, 1942)
Hawaii Japanese Mission with Elder David O. McKay Aug 16th, 1941

(Hawaiian Mission Newsletter, Ka Elele o Hawaii, 1942)
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Under Attack
The attack on Pearl Harbor changed everything--almost overnight. Hawaii went
immediately under martial law, with restrictions on movement, transportation, and
communications of all kinds. Schools were closed and there were tight restrictions on
public gatherings. Missionary work stopped almost immediately. A blackout was
declared (lasting more than 2 years). No one was to have any visible lights on after dark,
and no one was to be out on the streets after 8pm. Windows were painted black and
people were fined if any visible light emanated from their homes.
Perhaps the earliest American LDS casualty of World War Two was Captain
Mervyn Bennion, commanding officer on board the USS West Virginia. For his heroism
during the attack on Pearl Harbor he was posthumously awarded the nation’s highest
military decoration--the Medal of Honor. The following is an excerpt from an account
given by his brother:
“On Sunday, December 7, 1941, at a few minutes before eight, Mervyn
was in his cabin shaving preparatory to leaving the ship to go to Sunday
School and fast meeting in Honolulu when a sailor on watch from the
bridge nearby dashed in to report a Japanese air attack approaching at
hand. Mervyn instantly gave the commands, ‘Japanese Air Attack! To
your battle stations!’ Then he ran to his own—the conning tower on the
flag bridge. . . . In a minute, Japanese torpedo planes flew in close from
the outside, letting go three torpedoes that struck the USS West Virginia in
rapid succession, tearing a great hole in the exposed side.
When the first fury of the attack was over, Mervyn, anxious to see better
what had happened to his ship and the guns and gun crews before giving
orders to meet the developments, stepped out of the door at the rear of the
conning tower and started around the lateral walk to the flag bridge. He
had scarcely taken two steps when he was hit by a splinter from a bomb,
which tore off the top of his stomach and hit his spine, for he lost the use
of his legs. . . He fell to the floor of the walk, got on his back, and with
nerves of steel put back in place the entrails that had spilled out.
In a minute or so his plight was observed, and a pharmacist’s mate came
to place a bandage over the abdomen and to try to ease the pain. It was
clear to him, and undoubtedly to Capt. Bennion that the wound was
beyond any hope of mending, though Bennion said not a word to indicate
he knew he was dying.
As men and officers came to him he briefly asked what was transpiring
and gave orders and instructions to meet conditions as they arose. The
well-trained crew knew their duties thoroughly. It was easy for him to
exercise control. The ship was well handled to prevent capsizing and to
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keep damage from fire to a minimum. Only two lives were lost from the
ship’s complement of officers and men—Capt. Bennion and one seaman.
The wounded were attended to promptly and evacuated from the ship with
dispatch. Mervyn was courageous and cheerful to the last moment of
consciousness . . . . When the first attack was over he allowed himself to
be placed on a cot and the cot to be moved under a protecting shelter on
the deck. There he remained during the second Japanese attack which
occurred an hour after the first one. He resisted all efforts to remove him
from the bridge and talked only of the ship and the men. At some point
several hours into the firefight, he turned to the attending pharmacist’s
mate and said calmly, ‘I’m gone.’” (Freeman & Wright, 2001, pp. 266269)
Although missionaries attempted to do some missionary work during the daylight
hours, they were almost immediately conscripted into Civil Defense work. In fact, on the
evening of Dec 7th, the day of the attack on Pearl Harbor, authorities came to the
Japanese Mission home, to Pres. Jay Jensen, and said, “We need you and your boys to
come to the Nuuanu cemetery.” According to mission records, they dug graves all night.
That same night on Maui, in Wailuku, Elder Richard Gunn and his companion
were sitting around at home without much to do when they received a knock on the door.
They wondered who it could be. No one was to be outside at that hour. They opened the
door and there were two policemen. They said, “We have been told we can trust the
Mormon missionaries. Will you go on radio patrol with us so we can double our force?”
(Gunn, personal communication)
Life changed overnight for the missionaries and everyone else. During the
following days and nights, almost every Elder was assigned to one civic duty or
another. For the next six months, Elders worked feverishly to help with Civil Defense
efforts in a number of capacities. They worked with the Board of Health making first
aid kits, trained with ambulance crews, patrolled neighborhoods as block captains to
ensure compliance with blackout regulations, conducted exercises in the neighborhood
as air raid wardens, helped with vaccinations and inoculations, guarded key bridges and
other sites, worked with police patrols, fingerprinted members of the community,
taught first aid classes, taught neighborhood children how to use their "bunny masks"
(gas masks), and helped families dig air raid shelters (every family had to have one).
Two elders on the Big Island found themselves appointed as wardens in charge of
civilian morale for the Kailua-Kona area. It is difficult to imagine what that assignment
must have entailed.
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An Elder on Guard Duty

(Hawaiian Mission Newsletter, Ka Elele o Hawaii, 1942)
Mission records state that these emergency conditions and activities (sometimes
consuming 12-18 hours a day), left little room for traditional missionary work, but
opened the doors to many friendly and fruitful contacts with religious leaders of all
faiths, and with government and military leaders from all branches. Becoming
neighborhood leaders, literally overnight, gave many of the elders huge access to large
“captive” audiences.
One of the elders at the time, Elder James E. Hallstrom Sr., was stationed at the
mission home as mission secretary. His work became highly important. He was kept
busy helping many local saints get jobs in the defense industry. The LDS mission
records were considered reliable by the government and many LDS got good
government/military jobs because they could prove citizenship through mission records.

Elders Hallstrom, Taylor, von Almen, Gunn, & Nebeker
with gas masks and Civil Defense armbands
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(Courtesy Richard L. Gunn)
Life changed not only for the missionaries, but for the mission. Within months of
the bombing, the sister missionaries were shipped back to California since the outcome
of the Pacific theatre was still is grave doubt. No one knew but that Hawaii might still
come under attack and become a Japanese occupied territory. Moreover, the elders
began to receive their military draft calls. These elders were shipped back to the states
with no replacements, for obvious reasons. (Within a year, each of the two missions had
only a handful of elders left, and by the end of June, 1944, the two once healthy missions
in Hawaii (50-60 missionaries each) had been reduced to several couple missionaries. On
June 25th, the Hawaiian Mission shipped off their last “able-bodied elder,” Elder Barnes,
a British citizen, leaving Elder Baggs, an American elder recuperating from serious
injury, as the last elder remaining. Elder Floyd Scott remained the lone young elder of
the Central Pacific Mission.)
What was to happen? Some months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, President
Waldron held a special mission conference with all of the remaining elders. In short, he
felt it necessary to develop a plan to help the church membership survive the eventual
collapse of the mission and possible Japanese occupation. The Church on Oahu was
stable, having created a stake in 1935, but the outer islands were much more dependent
on mission leadership. It became clear that they needed to help the local members take
on the government of the Church.
This moment turned out to be a watershed moment for the Church in Hawaii. For
some 92 years, missionaries were consistently chosen to be the branch presidents, and
everyone seemed content to let things remain as they were. But, because of the realities
of war, plans were laid, materials were developed, and local leaders were chosen,
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trained, and set apart. Efforts of this kind had begun earlier, but gained a sense of
urgency with this momentous meeting under President Waldron’s direction. As a result,
the outer islands began to function under local branch presidents, district presidents, and
district councils. Where missionaries once ruled, local saints now took over the reins.
I talked with one of the elders who was at that meeting and as I listened to him it
seemed to me as if they were reenacting the kind of meetings the original twelve
apostles must have had in the years following the death of the Savior when their
numbers were dwindling because of persecution. One can imagine the sense of urgency
those meetings must have taken on as things became more and more desperate, and their
numbers grew fewer and fewer.
These were uncertain times, but also exciting times. In the words of President
Waldron, “Our church gained great respect from the military and government officials
in Hawaii, for we were prepared to render much needed aid. In the organization of Civil
Defense, our priesthood quorums and missionaries gave needed assistance. Our Boy
Scouts worked in the vital communication system, and the Relief society helped the Red
Cross care for the wounded and sewed and rolled bandages for the hospitals.” (Britsch,
1986, p. 174)
Everywhere, local leaders were being given new opportunities for growth. Below
is a picture of the Oahu District Council of the Japanese Mission. The very handsome
man on the far left is Adney Komatsu--later to be called as the first General Authority of
Japanese descent.
Japanese Mission Oahu District Council

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)

Malamakoa (Take care of the soldier)
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With that as a backdrop, I would now like to discuss some of the challenges
which the church members faced during the war years. One thing was for sure, the
outcome was very uncertain, and it appeared that U.S. soldiers, numbering in the
tens of thousands, were here to stay. Supporting the war, and taking care of the
soldiers, especially the LDS servicemen, was proving to be a fairly large task--one
that needed understanding, restraint, leadership and commitment. The title of this
section of the paper is taken from the formal name for the LDS Serviceman’s Home,
Malamakoa, which was located next to the Honolulu Tabernacle, and which I will
discuss at greater length later.
Immediately after Pearl Harbor, the military government called a halt to all
public meetings including schooling and church services. A number of the “rec” or
cultural halls owned by the Church (10) were appropriated by the military for
housing of soldiers. Mission records report that Elders Strong & Carlisle at Waimea
(Big Island) found themselves housing 120 soldiers in the recreation hall there. In
the words of the mission record, "They are using this opportunity to good
advantage." Likewise, many soldiers were housed in the LDS Hilo Gym (Big Island)
with many of them soon attending Sunday School and Sacrament Services.
Within 3 weeks of the attack on Pearl Harbor, Room #1 in the Tabernacle
complex was set aside as a reading room for the servicemen--a place where they could
relax and read the local papers, good books and church periodicals--all donated by local
church members. It was a little oasis, as it were, for the LDS servicemen.
Servicemen at the Honolulu Tabernacle

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
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That same week, on Jan 18th, Pres. Roscoe Cox of the Hawaiian Mission
called a special church service for LDS servicemen on Oahu at the new Tabernacle. It
was the first of what was to become a regular (every other Sunday) 2pm service for the
duration of the war.
In the months that followed Pearl Harbor one can imagine the tension and fear
that ran through the Japanese community. In the beginning, almost all Hawaii residents
of Japanese ancestry were suspect. Under these conditions, in June of 1942, the Japanese
Mission leadership, particularly the leaders of the Oahu District Council, decided that
they needed to strike out and do something very public that would show that the LDS
Japanese community was very patriotic. They began what was called a "United for
Victory" Drive, the first of several. The purpose of these drives was to raise funds that
could be used by the military to purchase entertainment equipment of various kinds for
servicemen in the islands--things like books, record players, radios, magazines, musical
instruments, and movie projectors. By Sept. the Japanese Sunday Schools in the Central
Pacific Mission had raised $8,000. By October, they had raised $11,000.
Victory Drive

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
Interesting things were beginning to happen to communities all over the territory,
and relations with soldiers weren't entirely positive. Small communities on every island
were being inundated with soldiers. At the height of the war there were nearly half a
million soldiers and civilian defense force workers in the islands. Honolulu in particular
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was “confronted with a police problem of the first order. . . Almost overnight sleepy
country villages became beehives of activity seething with defense workers and military
personnel.” (Anthony, 1955, p. 3) Families did all they could to support the war effort,
and support the morale of the soldiers specifically. Mission records state that even LDS
families were buying beer for “the boys."
This overnight social disruption brought with it new challenges and temptations,
early disappointments, unwanted pregnancies, short-lived marriages, and so forth.
Strained relations forced mission leaders to confront what seemed like a Goliath in their
midst. In response, youth conferences were proposed where the youth would come
together for a couple days and have workshops on a variety of topics. The youth were
allowed to discuss their challenges and come up with their own solutions. At the same
time, parents were assembled in separate sessions where they could discuss their own
challenges and come up with solutions. The mission records state that these youth
conferences were a great success. President Waldron personally felt that these youth
conferences were the single most successful initiative among his efforts to strengthen the
saints.
The LDS branches, some of them quite small, found themselves inundated with
LDS servicemen. One ward reported that all the Aaronic Priesthood boys were becoming
inactive because the many LDS servicemen proved to be too much competition for the
attention of the young women in the branch. Mission records report that the MIA in
Hoolehua (Moloka'i) went from having only 18 members to 70. This was partly the result
of LDS servicemen being stationed in the area, and partly due, mission records state, to
the efforts of the USO Hula Troupe sponsored by the MIA youth there, which traveled
the island performing for servicemen's groups, and bettering the relationships between
soldiers and locals.
In a 1942 Missionary Conference, one elder (Elder Carlisle) asked, "What are we
going to do with the servicemen in our branches? An edict soon went out from the two
mission presidents stating that the LDS servicemen were to be welcomed, but they were
not to be used to the exclusion of the local priesthood leaders and young men. Apparently,
there were times when sacrament services were simply taken over by the sheer numbers
of LDS servicemen, many of whom were probably still Aaronic Priesthood holders
though they were several years older than their local counterparts in the Aaronic
priesthood quorums of the branches.
Beginning in late 1943, local church leaders began to organize their efforts at the
stake and mission level. Church leaders made arrangements to purchase the old Campbell
Estate home next to the Tabernacle for $80,000 in order to create a servicemen's home
(the property was sold several decades later and is now the site of the Banyan Tree Plaza
Condominium tower). Also in 1943, the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers (DUP) was
organized (8 original members) and they began to hold monthly dances for LDS
servicemen. This they did for the duration of the war. On April 1, 1944, the Honolulu
Advertiser announced that the LDS Church would begin another "United for Victory"
drive, saying that some of the proceeds would go toward refurbishing the Campbell
Estate home. At around the same time, the home was formally named "Malamakoa”—
meaning “take care of the soldier.”
In May of 1944, Castle Murphy replaced both Pres. Eldred Waldron and Pres.
Edward Clissold as mission president of both missions. At the same time, the First
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Presidency instructed Pres. Murphy to include the Chinese people within the Japanese
Mission and to rename it the Central Pacific Mission. Murphy was also called to be the
Laie Hawaii Temple President and Coordinator for Servicemen in the Pacific, reporting
directly to Harold B. Lee, member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles (responsible
for the Church’s support of LDS servicemen). No church leader knew the islands better
than Castle Murphy—this was his fourth mission to Hawaii; he was obviously the “man
of the hour.”
As Laie Hawaii Temple President, he oversaw the visitation on a regular basis of
many thousands of servicemen (military-sponsored island tours). Pres. Murphy (1963)
records that among the thousands was an army captain, named Shelton, who had been a
Campbellite minister prior to entering the Army. “He came many times to hear the story
of the temple and of the friezes which adorned the upper walls of the temple. He also
came to the home of the temple president, discussing the gospel into the small hours of
the morning. Finally he said . . . I could not explain away the story of Joseph Smith and
the Book of Mormon, so I have continued to investigate. I am now prepared for
baptism.” Murphy noted that it was his privilege to perform the ordinance for the captain
and his two young sons (p. 116).
In his position as LDS Servicemen's Coordinator, he was responsible for
ordaining, organizing, and visiting LDS servicemen in the hospitals, bases, and on board
ships. He was responsible not only for the well-being of those who were stationed in
Hawaii but for those who were just passing through on the way to the front. In working
with the latter, he was responsible for choosing and setting a group leader for the LDS
servicemen on board each ship.
President Murphy worked through the LDS Chaplains (there were a number of
them), and later through group leaders whom he called and set apart to lead whatever
activities and services were conducted in the islands. Near the end of the war, there were
at least 40 or more active LDS servicemen's groups at various bases, forts, and fields,
across the islands. It was estimated at one time that there were 45,000 LDS servicemen in
the Pacific theater, at least half of whom either passed through Hawaii, or were stationed
in Hawaii. Pres. Murphy’s responsibilities were immense.
On Aug 6, 1944, a special assembly was held in the Tabernacle to which all
"United for Victory" volunteers were invited (about 200), as well as various LDS Army
and Navy Chaplains. President Murphy announced that the goal of $32,000 had been
reached, and thanked both missions and the Oahu Stake.
On Sept 10th of that same year, “Malamakoa” was officially opened. President
Samuel Woolley, Oahu Stake President, and President Castle were present and both
spoke at the services. The Royal Hawaiian Band was also there to play and a reception
was held all afternoon. Malamakoa offered 50 beds (six large bedrooms) upstairs, and a
reading room, kitchen and music room downstairs.
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Malamakoa (from Beretania St.)

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)

View from Tabernacle

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
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Reception Room

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)

Reading Room

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
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Large lanai (veranda) on North side (Tabernacle to the left)

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
At this point I would like to turn over some time to Brother Vernon Hardisty.
Bro. Hardisty, as most of you know, was one of the early general managers of the
Polynesian Cultural Center. What you probably don’t know is that he was a young
soldier stationed here in Hawaii during the latter part of World War Two. As I was
looking through the official guestbook for Malamakoa (BYUH Archives) some time
ago, I noticed his name on the roll and I wondered if he was still alive and accessible. I
called one of his sons, who lives here on Oahu (Rob Hardisty), and as it turned out his
father was coming to Hawaii this very weekend. To make a long story short, he was
very gracious in his willingness to be with us today and to share some of his thoughts
concerning Malamakoa, and what the LDS Servicemen’s home meant to him.
____________________________________________________

Lt. Col. Vernon Hardisty (Ret.)
“Well, I always credited my mother for keeping the Church alive in me during
my early years. She used to send me letters, pictures, books, papers, anything she could.
She would say, ‘Hey, son, go to Honolulu and go to church.’ I have to tell you I was just
barely 17 years old when I came to the islands.
Well, I didn’t pay too much attention for a while, until one day I was riding
on a bus on Beretania Street when it made a stop for some reason--I couldn’t see a
bus stop. Anyway, out the window was this huge mural of Christ on the front of the
building, and a sign that said ‘The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.’ Well,
that was a wake-up call for me. And so I started going to church when our ship was
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in port. (I was working on a ship that went back and forth from Pearl Harbor to
Diamond Head--anti-submarine warfare.)
Anyway, I went to church and they told us about Malamakoa next door. I
was lucky to be able to spend some time there on occasion in that beautiful home. I
remember going up the front stairs and onto the veranda and through an entryway
and hallway that led straight to the kitchen--which to me was as interesting as any
place in the house! At my age, I can’t even remember what I had for breakfast today
but I will never forget President and Sister Waldron. Sister Waldron was a
marvelous person; she was like a mother away from home, though she wasn’t that
much older. I think they’ve both passed on now.
But anyway, we’d go in and there would be popcorn, places to sit, music to
listen to, a ping pong table, too, I think, maybe in the sun room. And then at night,
I’d get to have clean sheets, go to bed, take a shower. It was something that just
helped to keep the Church alive in my heart. Of course later I married in the Church
and there was no turning back then. It was fish or cut bait! We raised five children
and had a wonderful life.
But that home there represented something I could always go to when I knew
what the conditions would be like if I went somewhere with the guys and I’d have to
say no thanks to a beer, a whiskey or whatever, and I wouldn’t have to listen to their
teasing. Even though I wasn’t active, I was lucky I didn’t like the taste of beer.
Anyway, yes, I would say that Malamakoa was a great benefit to many LDS
servicemen from throughout the country, who lived in Honolulu during those war
years. We were able to keep our perspective and remember what was really
important. All those other things you could get down in Waikiki and Hotel Street
(famous red light district) were just flash-in-the-pan garbage for the most part.
I always loved Honolulu and Hawaii. I was able to come back as a young
officer in the Air Force, and it felt like I was home again. And ultimately I was able
to get the job at the Polynesian Cultural Center. (George Cannon Jr. asked me if I’d
like to at least go for an interview and I thought, “Why not?”)
And all of this was due in large part to my mother and the foundation she
dug, on which I could build my own testimony, and which has benefited me in so
many ways. And this presentation today (on the war years in Hawaii) has brought
back so many great memories, and sorrowful memories in some cases of people I’ve
known, worked with, lived with, and fought with—fortunately I didn’t have to die
with them.”
________________________________________________________
Thank you Brother Hardisty.
I will come back to Malamakoa in a minute, but first I want to emphasize that
there were many things going on at various levels of church supervision that were
organized to take care of the LDS servicemen.
On Nov 5, 1944, Pres. Murphy called the first territory-wide meeting of all
LDS servicemen's group leaders (33) to coordinate efforts and give reports,
identifying strengths and challenges. This became a monthly leadership meeting. No
summary list exists to my knowledge, but it seems that territory-wide there were at
least 40 to 50 LDS servicemen's groups are various military establishments.
In December and Christmas of' 1944, there were a number of social events
for LDS servicemen by various organizations. After one dance at the Tabernacle
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cultural hall, the mission secretary records in true scriptural fashion, "It was truly a
grand affair, and the servicemen were exceedingly grateful."
Throughout 1944 and 1945, the Central Pacific Mission sponsored monthly
dances. Announcements were made through the LDS servicemen’s groups and when
the leaders knew how many servicemen were planning to attend, the leaders would
send written invitations to the young women in the district through their branch
leaders, asking them to be a partner for a particular serviceman. Those that
"responded to the call" were escorted by parents or church leaders to and from the
dance. As an example, on June 6, 1945, fifty Japanese young women responded to
the invitation to be "partners" at a Relief Society-sponsored dance for LDS
servicemen.
Through these dances and other socials, the Central Pacific Mission did all in
its power to provide the servicemen clean, fun entertainment and recreation. Local
members of Japanese ancestry felt keenly the need to contribute in patriotic ways,
and to help the servicemen learn to make a distinction between the Japanese people
and the military-led Japanese government. It’s amazing to me that on any given
weekend, you could see LDS servicemen from all branches of the military dancing
with Japanese young women in one church-owned recreation hall or another. These
efforts helped the LDS servicemen not become bitter as a result of all that was going
on in the Pacific theatre and keep perspective.
But it wasn't all just fun and games. Many of the LDS servicemen attended
church services among the branches of the Central Pacific Mission (there were four
in the Honolulu area at the time).
CPM District Conference

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
On Oct 3, 1945, some 270 saints gathered for the CPM Oahu District Conference.
The 5pm testimony meeting was the final session. Convincing testimonies were shared
by missionaries, servicemen and Japanese members alike. The mission records state that
"There was hardly a dry eye in the chapel."
We know from personal accounts recorded in the mission records that
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servicemen were moved by the efforts of the local Japanese saints to wish, when the
war was over, to lay down their arms and serve missions among the Japanese people.
The following is an excerpt from the memoirs of Castle Murphy about one of his
experiences during the war years:
“As thousands of our young LDS boys and men passed through Honolulu en
route to the war zone, we had the privilege of entertaining a great number of them in
our branches of the Church and also in the mission home on Waiau Street near the
Tabernacle. One evening our home was filled with these young men.
On this particular Sunday evening a marine stated that he had been trained to
kill with his bare hands if no other weapon were available. He said he had seen the
bodies of many of our boys that had been tortured to their death by the Japanese and
he could hardly pass a “Jap” in the street without having an urgent desire to destroy
sweep through him . . . . He became so wrought up that the boys seated on the floor
near him pulled him down beside them and soon thereafter departed.
That young marine, bitter though he had been, went to the island of Maui to
find a lieutenant with whom he had served overseas. Upon arrival at Wailuku, Maui,
the marine learned that his friend was attending a church meeting in the Wailuku
chapel. As he entered the chapel he heard a young Japanese boy bearing his
testimony. The boy’s name was Tsukayama. He had been called by the mission
president to serve as a missionary. All of his family, except for himself, were
Buddhists. This testimony of Elder Tsukayama changed our marine’s whole life.
Thereafter he said that he wanted to live to fulfill a mission in Japan that he might go
out and save the Japanese instead of killing them. Later, he did fulfill a very
excellent mission among the oriental people in the Far East Mission.” (Murphy,
1963, pp.120-121).
Ray Price on the left of Sister Irene Clissold; Ted Price on her right. Standing left
to right are Elders Okauchi, Andrus, and McDaniel. All five were WWII veterans.

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
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There were many LDS servicemen who ended up wanting to go back after
the war, sending in their mission papers, and hoping to get called back to Japan.
There are accounts of servicemen who saw their desires become a reality. Ted Price
and Paul Andrus, who were members of the first group of missionaries to be called
to the newly-opened Japanese Mission in 1947, both fought against the Japanese
during World War Two. (Nielson & Gessel, 2006, p. 312)
In addition to these efforts, mission authorities made their rounds at the major
hospitals locating LDS soldiers among the wounded. They often brought macadamia
nuts and other goodies. Individual servicemen were interviewed and counseled. On
one occasion, a Lieutenant came to the mission home to see Pres. Murphy. He said
that his wife had deserted him and his best friend back home had become a Judas.
The mission secretary or historian notes, "He passed through his Gethsemane this
day, and after much prayer and deliberation, went his way, relieved and with
courage."
But the giving wasn't just a one-way affair. The servicemen found ways to
give back to the people who were so generous with them. One of those ways was
through music.
As an example, on April 1, 1945 – at a combined mission conference at
Wailuku (Maui) with 348 members in attendance, Pres. Murphy announced, without
warning, that all the servicemen in the congregation would sing “Come, Come Ye
Saints.” Tears flowed freely as the servicemen sang each verse--the poignancy of
the words, “And should we die, before our journey’s through” not being lost on
anyone that day. A few weeks later, at the Niulii Branch Conference (Big Island.)
Pres. Murphy called upon the servicemen to sing---God Bless America and Come,
Come Ye Saints. Wonderful testimonies followed, according to the mission record.
Beginning in June of that year, under the direction of a new LDS chaplain
Marsden Durham, sent in from the war front, the LDS Servicemen's Choir became
very popular. On July 29th, after two weeks’ worth of visiting in which Harold B.
Lee conducted a thorough inspection of the territory, he concluded with a special
meeting, at which there were many LDS servicemen. According to mission records,
“The Servicemen's Choir sang people to tears."
Now coming back to Malamakoa. Through that home came literally hundreds
of servicemen, some to visit for the day, others to stay the night. The roll books
record that on the typical night there were about 20-25 servicemen sleeping there
with some 100 or so visiting for the afternoon. On weekends the place was filled to
capacity at night and some 200-300 soldiers came for church services and to relax
somewhere on the Tabernacle grounds, on the verandas of Malamakoa or in the
reading rooms. Of interest also, is the fact that from day one, LDS servicemen were
encouraged to bring their non-member buddies along with them. On many nights,
there were more non-LDS staying at the home than LDS. Of the many hundreds, a
good number have gone on to do great things no doubt. A few went on to make
lasting contributions to the Church here in Hawaii. Among those are:
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Sgt. Richard T. Wootton.--original faculty member of the Church College of Hawaii.
He was first in the Counseling Office and later taught Religion. He went on to become
CCH’s second president.
Richard Wootton

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
Seaman Vernon Hardisty (later Lt. Col. in the Air Force)-- returned to Hawaii in
1969 and worked as General. Manager of the Polynesian Cultural Center from 1969
to 1975.
Vernon Hardisty

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
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Army Bandsman Tech 4 Joseph H. Spurrier--Bro. Spurrier stayed a night or two, later
returning to the islands, marrying a young Hawaiian from Hana, Maui and ultimately
becoming one of the original faculty members of the Church College of Hawaii. He
wrote the words for the CCH/BYUH alma mater and formed a CCH choir that enjoyed
popularity island-wide. He also was the author of several books on LDS Hawaiian
history, most notably, Sandwich Island Saints.
Joseph Spurrier

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)

Lt. Boyd K. Packer--Perhaps the most famous name in the Malamakoa guestbook.
Elder Packer’s name is penned in on August 14, 1945. According to his biography, he
and his crew (B-24 Bomber) were among those trained for the invasion of Japan, and
were temporarily stationed at Barking Sands on Kauai for several weeks on their way to
the front. He was able to ride on a transport ship to Oahu for a couple days, and stayed
at Malamakoa.

58

Boyd K. Packer

While on Oahu, he hitch-hiked out to Laie to attend a temple session. Upon
returning to Malamakoa, he went out in the evening to visit a small Chinese souvenir
shop to buy his sister a gift. “Suddenly, a man rushed in, gesturing, speaking in
Chinese. The proprietor of the shop started shouting and pushed Packer and the other
customers out into the street--pandemonium had broken loose. The screaming crowd
was shouting that Japan had surrendered.” (Tate, 1995, p. 57-58)
Lt. Packer returned to Malamakoa to go to sleep that night thinking, “well,
tomorrow, I’ll be headed home.” Unfortunately, it wasn’t quite that simple and Lt.
Packer ended up actually going to Japan and serving with the occupation forces. While
there, he was active in the early missionary work in Japan and baptized one of the first
two post-World War Two converts (Tatsui and Chiyo Sato) on July 7, 1946 (Neilsen &
Gessel, 2006, p. 312).
Despite the formal surrender of the Japanese on September 2, 1945 (aboard the
USS Missouri), this was not the end of the large military presence in Hawaii, nor of the
many efforts of the local saints to take care of the LDS servicemen among them. In
November of 1945, a Mission/Stake committee met and decided to raise yet another
$30,000 for the entertainment and recreational needs of the LDS servicemen. The 2pm
worship services for Servicemen at the Tabernacle continued on for several more years.
Malamakoa remained in operation for another year before becoming the Central Pacific
Mission (CPM) home, and Pres. Murphy continued to travel to various LDS
Servicemen's groups with LDS chaplains, and the CPM choir.
In 1946 and 1947, clothing drives were held for needy Japanese families in Japan.
CPM leaders decided to “charge” members an item of clothing at their socials. The
servicemen found a way to help by arranging for the packages to be sent to Japan in the
names of soldiers stationed there.
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Packages being sent to Japanese saints after World War Two
(Pres. Weenig at far left; Adney Komatsu 5th from left)

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
Despite hard times, World War II was truly a very special turning point in the
lives of many in the history of the Church in Hawaii. Most everyone had at least one
opportunity to reach across differences of one kind or another, closing ranks, as it were,
pulling together to make do or do without, lifting one another in moments of grief, and
ultimately seeing humanity in the faces of those they had viewed as enemies. Even the
presence of prisoners of war brought opportunity for growth. Jack Uale, as a young boy
growing up in Laie, remembered seeing prisoners of war being marched through the
village. In his words, “We would pick up stones and throw them at the men because we
thought they were our enemies. But one day a military policeman called us over and
explained that these men were out of the war now and trying to make something new of
their lives. I felt bad, and we stopped throwing stones. A few Sundays later, I heard one
of these prisoners bear his testimony in sacrament meeting. He was an Italian Latter-day
Saint.” (Anderson, 1978, p. 15)
In sum, the war era was a watershed moment in the history of the LDS Church in
Hawaii. It was a time that brought tension, challenges, and much sacrifice. Yet, those
very conditions, provided the fertile soil for opportunity, growth, service, and leadership.
It became a proving ground upon which both the local saints and the servicemen were
able to find ways to love and serve each other, serve their country, and build the
kingdom.
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It all Started with Basketball . . .
by Elder Adney Komatsu
I feel very humble to be here with you today. Well, as you have seen in the photo
Bro. James showed, I was a member of the Oahu District Council that was established in
1944. All the men in that picture have passed on except me. Both sisters in the picture
are still alive, I believe (Carol Oi, and Grace Okimoto-Suzuki).
Oahu District Council (1944)

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
I joined the church when I was 17 years old in 1935., and the way that happened
was that I was invited by the missionaries to play basketball for the church, and I said,
well, for the basketball I’ll go out, but not for church, but before you knew it, I was going
to Sacrament meeting, and Sunday school. They told me, you had to attend church in
order to play. It was a great beginning in my life, being a member of the church, and one
thing led to another and I found myself called to become an assistant to the Twelve as a
general authority, and I thought my goodness, a Hawaiian boy in the halls of the general
offices of the church, I had an office there in the main office on South Temple. It was a
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great experience, and I think if I can go on and become a general authority, then anyone
in Hawaii can! As I have listened to the presentations today, I realize again that the
church has greatly influenced my life. I met my wife, we got married in the temple, we
had four children—2 boys and 2 girls.
I remember President Castle Murphy was the mission president and he called me
in one day and said “I want you to be a missionary.” And I said, Thank you very much
and I’ll go home and talk to my mother.” When I got home my mother handed me a
letter, and I opened the letter and it came straight from Franklin Delano Roosevelt saying
“Greetings and Salutations, you are now a member of the armed services. So the next day
I wrote a letter to President Murphy and I said I appreciate the call as a missionary but I
have to take care of this first. Well I went into the serve and had good experiences. I
went to Japan and I got assigned to the Army Intelligence Corps. I wasn’t 007 but I had
my own number! It was fascinating work. I was able to go into the Diet building where
they kept all their records. Because of my assignment I had access to all the records and I
was able to see what was going on.
It was a great learning experience being in the AIC in Japan. Later, I went back as
mission president but my Japanese was really poor. It was Hawaiian Japanese with
pidgin English and when they asked me to say a few words when I first got there, all I
could say was “moemoe” and “kaukau” And I said, “Wa takushi-wa kaukau-ga totemo
suki-desu.” (I love to eat) but I knew more Hawaiian words than Japanese, and the people
down there were wondering what kind of Japanese is this?! I told them I came from a
different prefecture, the Hawaiian prefecture.
Anyway, my experience as mission president was a great one. At the time we had
158 missionaries and we had one mission in Japan from Hokkaido to Okinawa. And by
the time I left we had divided the mission into 2 and the next year they divided the 2 into
four. One funny thing about the missions in Japan is that most of the mission presidents
in the early days were called right out of Hawaii. Seemed like every time they needed
someone, I’d get a call—you see I was regional rep at the time—and they’d ask, do you
have anybody over there who could be mission president, and I’d look over those who
were in leadership positions here in Hawaii.
The other experience in Japan that I always appreciated was that I was able to go
back to Hiroshima and see where the atom bomb fell, and there was nothing except for a
few buildings. I took pictures of it. I was also able to visit my relatives in Japan. My
fathers’ folks and my mother’s folks and I got to meet all my aunties, uncles and cousins.
Later, I was called to be temple president in Japan and in that experience was there for 3
years and working with the temple recorder I was able to submit all of my 4 generations
and more. It was a great blessing to not only be able to find my own ancestors’
background, but be able to work with the recorder to make sure that the work was done
for all the names that I had accumulated. When I think about it, all the callings and
responsibilities I’ve had during my association with the church have helped me to
understand more about our duty and work here in this life.
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Mormon Influences on the Waikīkī Entertainment
Scene
by Ishmael W. Stagner, II
Before we can discuss the influence of Mormon Hawaiians on the Waikīkī music
scene, we need to understand a few things about the development of Hawaiian music and
its relationship to things developing in Waikīkī. It is normally thought that the apex of
Hawaiian entertaining is being able to entertain on a steady basis in a Waikīkī showroom,
or venue. However, this has not always been the case, especially as this relates to the
Waikīkī experience. In fact, we need to go back only to the post World War II period to
see that entertaining in Waikīkī, especially on a steady basis, was both rare and limited to
a very few selected entertainers, most of whom, surprisingly, were not Hawaiian.
There were a number of reasons for this, but the main reason for the scarcity of
Hawaiian, or Polynesian entertainers in Waikīkī in any great number, goes back to the
history of Waikīkī itself. At the turn of the 20th century, Waikīkī was still mostly a
swamp, filled with taro patches, rice paddies and fish ponds. We have only to look at the
pictures of Ray Jerome Baker, the great photographer of early 20th century Honolulu, to
see that Waikīkī was, first and foremost, a bread basket area whose lowlands were the
delta areas for the run-off waters of Mānoa, Pauoa, and Pālolo streams. As such, Waikīkī
fed much of what we call East Oahu, and rivaled the food production and water-storage
capacities of better-known farming areas such as Kāne‘ohe, Kahalu‘u and Waiāhole.
However, all of this changed in the 1860’s with the building of the first road into
Waikīkī. This road interfered with the natural drainage of the taro and rice fields,
preventing them from flowing into the sea, and especially creating a powerful stench
from the accumulation of excrement from the duck ponds. (George Kanahele, “Waikīkī,”
The Queen Emma Foundation, Honolulu, HI, 1975, p.141). This ultimately led to the
building of the Ala Wai Canal in 1921 that restored drainage to Waikīkī, and, in the
process, created the unique 3 mile by 1 mile configuration that most people regard as
modern Waikīkī. However, Waikīkī today is a far cry from the Waikīkī of the early
1900’s when there was only one main road entering and exiting and there was only one
hotel, W.C. Peacock’s five story Moana Hotel, which for its first 30 years teetered
precariously on the verge of bankruptcy, and was saved only through spillover support
from the Hawaiian and the Alexander Young hotels in downtown Honolulu. In fact, with
the exception of the popularity of the royal sport of he‘e nalu, or surfing, and the building
of beach homes for Hawaii’s noble families such as King Kalakaua, Queen Lili‘uokalani,
Princess Miriam Likelike and Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalaniana‘ole, Waikīkī’s
entertainment function was extremely limited and restricted.
This, however, changed with the decision of the Matson Navigation Company to
build a new hotel on the site of a former heiau, Helumoa, and to capitalize on the
recreational offerings of Waikīkī, especially its famed summer surf break. The building
of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel in 1927 created a need for entertainment to keep hotel
guests happy, most of whom were, for the most part, “stuck” in Waikīkī because of
limited roads, and ocean liners that sailed to and from Hawaii only once a week. Thus

64

hotel guests at either the Royal Hawaiian, the Moana, and later the Halekūlani, found
themselves almost imprisoned in Waikīkī, albeit very lavishly imprisoned.
For the local Hawaii population, however, the hotbeds of entertainment were in
downtown Honolulu at such places as the Toyo Theater at A‘ala Park, the Liberty
Theater on Nu‘uanu Avenue, and the Roof Garden of the Alexander Young Hotel where
a beautiful young singer by the name of Napua Stevens entertained. It was not unusual
for local crowds to follow the bands of Johnny Noble, and Gigi Royce to various
Honolulu nightspots along what was known as Hotel Street, named for the Hawaiian
Hotel built by his majesty King Kamehameha V, Lot Kapuaiwa, in 1872. This hotel was
often called the “Royal” Hawaiian Hotel because of its popularity with the king, and
because it was very close, just opposite the king’s residence, where I‘olani Palace is now.
Entertainment for the Waikīkī visitors was another matter, however, as the
Waikīkī hotels basically attempted to entertain their guests with mainland or European
shows, highlighted by in-house orchestras led by musicians such as Johnny Noble and
Harry Owens. These orchestras attempted to stress mainland musical styles, or to “jazz”
up traditional Hawaiian melodies. Probably one of the best examples of this kind of
music was Johnny Noble’s changing of Prince Leleiohoku’s plaintive love song “Kāua i
ka Huahua ‘i,” into the very popular and extremely fast hula “The Hawaiian War Chant.”
Another example of a “Hawai‘i” song written for a mainland audience was Harry Owens’
birthday song to his young daughter, “Sweet Leilani.”
More importantly, however, was the reputation that Hawaii had developed as
early as Cook’s arrival in 1778, for being a place for lavish entertainment and friendly
hospitality. Much of this entertainment centered around native Hawaiian dancing and
singing which changed and transformed quickly after American and European contact.
Undoubtedly, this change was most evident in the Hawaiian hula, which changed from
being basically a male-oriented, and male-dominated martial arts exercise (Bowman,
Sally Jo. “Lua: Resurrecting the Ancient Hawaiian Fighting Art.” ALOHA Magazine
May/June 1995, pp. 32-37.) This martial art, called Lua, was doubly affected by
Kamehameha the Great’s abolition of war after his unification of Hawaii in 1806, and
later, by the opposition of the early Christian missionaries after their arrival in 1820.
These missionaries saw the hula as retaining too many remnants of the earlier traditional
Hawaiian religion, and therefore, did everything in their power to discourage its practice
and performance. Thus, by the end of the early 1860’s it was very unusual to find the
hula being performed in many public places or for many public functions. The hula for
all intents and purposes, either “went underground” or was performed far from the eyes
and ears of Calvinist Hawaii.” (Ishmael Stagner. Hula. The Institute for Polynesian
Studies, La‘ie, 1985, p.12.)
However, the hula did not completely disappear. It survived in the rural areas of
Hawaii and in those areas not strongly influenced by the Calvinist Churches. One such
place was Maui where in the early 1850’s three Hawaiian Kumu Hula, Niu-o-la‘a,
Kamawae, and Kāleohano, converted to Mormonism. Among their many contributions
to the establishment of the fledgling Mormon effort in Hawaii, was the teaching of the
hula as they had learned and remembered it. In turn, they taught what they knew to a
young boy, Samuel Pua Ha‘aheo, who later taught what he knew to a few selected
students such as Hattie Au, Kau‘i Zuttermeister, and Sally Moanikeala Wood Nalua‘i.
Both Aunty Hattie and Aunty Sally have left a cadre of hula haumāna that, for the most
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part, is the Polynesian Cultural Center legacy. Concurrent with the contributions of
Kamawa‘e, Niu-o-la‘a, and Kāleohano were the equally important gifts of the Kauai
chiefess and early LDS convert, Princess Nāhinu Kāmehaokalani. Princess Nāhinu was
the first cousin of her majesty, Queen Kāpi‘olani, the wife of King Kalākaua. As such,
she had a great influence on the Kalākaua court and is credited with suggesting that
Kalākaua’s Coronation feature Hawaiian, as well as European festivities. Thus, included
among the many Hawaiian dancers at the Kalākaua Coronation were people from the
community of Lā‘ie. In fact, it was princess Nāhinu who wrote “Ia ‘Oe e Kalā,” the
Kalākaua mele inoa, saluting his trip around the world in 1881. Again, I point out that
the entertainment centers at that time were in the outlying villages and towns of Oahu,
and in the royal chambers of downtown Honolulu, such as it was during the Kalākaua
years. (Ishmael Stagner, as found in The Hula. By Jerry Hopkins, APA Productions.
Hong Kong. 1982. pp. 146-147).
But what of Waikīkī? As was mentioned earlier, it was the decision of the
Matson Navigation Company to build the Royal Hawaiian Hotel in Waikīkī in 1927 that
was the catalyst for the changes that were to come there. At the same time, a young partHawaiian businessman, entrepreneur and cultural historian by the name of George
Mossman was attempting to promote both the struggling Hawaii visitors industry, and the
virtues of Waikīkī as a Hawaiian entertainment Mecca.
Among Uncle George’s major undertakings were the making of some of the first
Hawaiian ukuleles in 1912, with his friend Clarence Kinney, a prolific Hawaiian
musician and composer. In addition, both George Mossman and Clarence Kinney were
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In fact, many of the English
songs in the Mormon Hawaiian hymnbook, “Na Mele O Ziona,” were translated into the
Hawaiian language by Clarence Kinney. He also composed the very popular Hawaiian
car ride song, “Holoholo Ka‘a,” although the song is credited to his good friend, another
Mormon composer and performer, Johnny Almeida.
Meanwhile, George Mossman’s Latter-day Saint credentials were even more
impressive, as he was a member of the first high council of the Oahu Stake when it was
created in 1935. He remained a member of that high council until his death in 1952. His
animated and flowery oratorical style made him a very popular sacrament meeting
speaker, and in many LDS circles he was known as “Atomic Bomb Mossman,” or the
“Hawaiian J. Golden Kimball.” When his speaking companion was his good friend,
Arthur Parker Sr., they were referred to as “thunder and lightening,” and their oratorical
styles never changed whether they were speaking to 5 or 5,000. I remember hearing
“Uncle George” speak on many occasions, and marveling at his ability to switch from
Ali‘i Hawaiian to perfectly polished English without the slightest interruption or stammer.
He was the very epitome of the courtly and professional Hawaiian Victorian man.
In 1932, he bought some property in Waikīkī, near what is now St. Augustine’s
Church, and created a tourist village, which was named, “Lalani” for his wife, Elizabeth.
Uncle George wanted to make the old Hawaiian ways attractive to the visitors by feeding,
entertaining, and educating them through daily shows, luaus and walks through his
Hawaiian Village. Keep in mind; he did these thirty years before the creation of the
Polynesian Culture Center and much of what Uncle George did then can be seen in larger
and more sophisticated ways at the PCC now. Thus, it was George Mossman who
pioneered the concept of both bringing the native Hawaiian culture to the Hawaii visitors,

66

and the packaging of that culture in such a way that it was both authentic as well as
entertaining. For example, he brought out of retirement, at age 95, the renowned chanter
Kuluwaimaka Palea, who taught oli and chanting right up to his death at 104. Mossman
also brought in other chanters such as Akoni Mika, the kumu, or teacher, to Edith
Kanaka‘ole, and Joseph Ilala‘ole, who taught, among others, the great Hawaiian linguist,
historian, lexicographer, and scholar, Mary Kawena Puku‘i.
At the same time that George Mossman was promoting the Lalani Village, other
changes were impacting the Waikīkī Hawaiian music scene. The Harry Owens orchestra,
at the Royal
Hawaiian was featuring two hula dancers, Clara Inter, later to become better known as
“Hilo Hattie,” and a young comic “kolohe” dancer, Iolani Luahine (both LDS).

Iolani Luahine

(starbulletin.com)
The Johnny Noble orchestra was eventually replaced by LDS member Johnny Almeida’s
show, and then later by his son, Pua Almeida. Scattered throughout the entertainment
scene also were LDS entertainers such as Alvin Kaleolani Isaacs who was a Waikīkī and
international musical staple for more than 60 years as a singer, musician, composer,
orchestra leader, chanter, and if necessary, hula dancer. Uncle Alvin also served for
many years on the Oahu Stake High Council.
Other early LDS contributors to the pre-World War II Waikīkī Hawaiian
entertainment scene were Lena Guerrero, and Emma Paishon. Aunty Lena, for many
years was a staple of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel garden shows and luaus, and her
descendants still dance in Waikīkī and around the world. Emma Paishon was known not
only for her great musicianship, but also for her steadfast loyalty to her LDS religion,
even though in order to entertain in Waikīkī, she had to drive in from Nānākuli long
before the H-1 freeway was built. Another Waikīkī entertainer with Nānākuli ties, was
Sam Alama, who was also the Nānākuli LDS Branch President for many years.
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But certainly there can be no discussion of LDS musicians in the Waikīkī scene
without mentioning Genoa Keawe. It goes without saying that no one is so beloved or so
dominates the Hawaiian music scene today, as does Aunty Genoa. Yet, this adoration and
respect has come at a high price because in between Genoa’s Waikīkī gigs, presently at
the Hawaiian Regent Hotel and other well- known show rooms, are the thousands of
backyard luaus, and manuahi [free] performances that she has done so graciously and
generously. Coming from a large family, and being raised in Lā‘ie and Hau‘ula, her roots
to both the Hawaiian culture and the LDS are deep and strong. Additionally, she now
lives in Papakōlea, a hotbed of Hawaiian culture, ever since the Kalākaua Court dancers
were evicted from their homes in Kalihi after the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy.
Many of these dancers, and their families, resettled in Pau‘oa and Papakōlea. Later,
when those lands were incorporated into the Hawaiian Homelands, these families became
the bedrock of that community.

Genoa Keawe

(starbulletin.com)
Another influence on Waikīkī entertainment was the introduction of male-only
entertainment through the efforts of people such as Tom Hiona, who, for many years, had
the only all-male entertainment troupe in Waikīkī. He learned his chants and hula from
Lā‘ie Kumu Hula, Keaka-o-ka-Lā Kanahele and Eleanor Hiram. Waikīkī was not to see
another all-male dance troupe until the late 1950’s and early 1960’s when Alan Barcarse
and Ishmael Stagner, Church College of Hawaii (CCH) students and hula dancers, were
asked to perform in Waikīkī at the brand new International Market Place, with former
Lā‘ie Kumu Hula, Eleanor Hiram.
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Ishmael Stagner

((BYU-Hawaii Archives)
Later, when the Hiram show broke up, the International Market Place management and
Don the Beachcomber’s Restaurant and Nightclub asked Barcarse and Stagner to see if
they could get other dancers to perform with them, and to continue their Waikīkī show.
The two CCH students went to their CCH mentor, Wylie Swapp, for help, and he put a
show together featuring Lā‘ie entertainers who were mostly CCH students.
Wylie Swapp

(BYU-Hawaii Archives)
They entertained on a weekly basis for almost three years and provided the Church
College of Hawaii dancers with Waikīkī jobs which were both financially profitable.
(And physically and scholastically exhausting to the dancers!)
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One of the female dancers in the early Church College of Hawaii show was a
Tongan girl, Kalolaine Mataele. After she left CCH, she returned to Waikīkī, and
through incredibly hard work and sacrifice, she was able to become very successful,
eventually having her own show and Waikīkī showroom. She now serves on the PCC
Board of Directors, and is a Hawai‘i Temple worker. Alan Barcarse taught for the
Hawaii DOE for years, and formed a hula troupe that entertained worldwide. He served a
mission to Japan and has served in several ward bishoprics. He still entertains in Waikīkī
as the Entertainment Director for the Star of Honolulu. Ishmael Stagner taught on the
mainland and in Hawaii, at both The Church College of Hawaii and its successor
Brigham Young University – Hawaii Campus, for many years, and presently writes and
lectures on things Hawaiian. He has been a bishop, high councilman, temple worker, and
Sunday school teacher.
Other LDS headliners in Waikīkī included singer Jimmy Moikeha, who first made
the song, “Behold Lāi‘e,” famous, and Al “The South Pacific Man” Harrington. Jimmy
Moikeha’s family came from Maui and his Waikīkī show was very popular for many
years. His cousin, Eddie Kekaula, who returned to Hawaii on the famous raft built by
DeVere Baker, Lehi IV, in 1959, also headed the entertainment at the King’s village for
many years.

Al Harrington

Al Harrington can still be seen in various movies that he makes periodically, both here in
Hawaii and on the mainland. Jimmy Moikeha is presently the Director of LDS
Employment Services, and is an active member of the ‘Auwaiolimu Ward, where he was
formerly a bishop.
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Eddie Kekaula

Jimmy Moikeha

Thus, it is not too much of a stretch to see that the LDS influence on the Waikīkī
entertainment scene has been early, long lasting, and deep. Indeed, if anything, there are
probably more LDS people entertaining in Waikīkī now than there were in the prestatehood days when there were only five hotels in Waikīkī, and only two true nightclubs,
the “South Seas” and “La Hula Rhumba”, both of which I remember with nostalgia and
fondness.
Also, it should be noted, before I close, of the absolutely tremendous, but mostly
unheralded and unknown contributions of Tau Moe and his family (wife; Rose (Ka’ohu),
son; Lani, and daughter, Dorian) to the Waikīkī entertainment world in general and more
specifically to the creation of the integrated Las Vegas/Waikīkī lounge show.
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Tau Moe at home with wife, Rose and daughter, Dorian

(starbulletin.com)
Tau Moe, at the present time is, at age 96, the world’s oldest living steel guitar player.
Even more importantly, he is the only representative of that first generation of steel guitar
performers such as Joseph Kekuku, the inventor of the steel guitar, and Pale Lua one of
the first players, both of whom lived in Lai‘e with young Tau. Tau spent more than sixty
years criss-crossing the world many times over, performing not only Polynesian numbers,
but creating shows that also used ballet, jazz, gymnastics and popular tunes as well. He
and his family performed with such international headliners as the immortals Josephine
Baker, Vikki Carr and Maurice Chevalier, and before audiences including Mohandas
Ghandi, Adolph Hitler, Hermann Goerring, Aristotle Onassis, Maria Callas, and their
Serene Majesties, Prince Ranier and Princess Grace, of Monaco. Thus, much of what is
seen for example, in continental presentations such as “The Society of Seven,” and other
Las Vegas-type lounge shows, were pioneered by the Moe family at the Folies Bergere,
the Moulin Rouge, the Casino at Monte Carlo, and in the Post-World War II Las Vegas
casino showrooms.
Thus when we take a look at the Waikīkī entertainment scene today, we need to
honor those who first envisioned, created, preserved, and expanded its role as an island
entertainment “mecca” and center. Indeed much of what now constitutes West Beach
Oahu, Paradise Cove, Ka‘anapali and the Maui Gold Coast entertainment scene, had its
beginnings in the Honolulu music and dance offerings of the 1850’s; the Waikīkī
performers and performances of the Pre-World War II era, and the development of the
Polynesian Culture Center in post-statehood Hawaii.
And we must not forget Niu-o-La’a, Nāhinu, Kamawa‘e, and Kāleohano who
would not let their native Hawaiian culture die or be lost. Mahalo also to Luika Pele
Kaio, Keaka-o-ka Lā Kanahele, Pua Ha‘aheo, Aunty Genoa Keawe, Uncle Alvin Isaacs,
Bill Lincoln, Alfred Apaka Jr. and Sr., Andy Cummings, Johnny Almeida, Sally
Moanikeala Wood Nalua‘i, I‘olani Luahine, Mary Kawena Puku‘i, Edith Kanaka‘ole,
Napua Stevens, Emma Paishon, Lena Guerrero, Alice Nāmakelua, Pauline Kekahuna,
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Ray Kinney, Sam Alama, Tom Hiona, Jimmy Moikeha, Wylie Swapp, and especially to
Clarence Kinney, and Uncle George and Aunty Elizabeth Lalani Mossman.
“Ina ua like i‘ini o ka po‘e Hawai‘i me kou i‘ini, e mau ana no kā lahui”
“If we, the Hawaiians, had wishes such as yours, then we would never perish as a
people.” Mahalo.
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My Life in Music
by James Mo’ikeha

(Courtesy James Mo’ikeha)
Introduction by Ishmael Stagner: This is Jimmy Mo’ikeha, and he is the only person that
I can find that goes back to that generation of entertainers in Waikiki that worked in the
50’s and 60’s. Everyone else is either dead or “incapacitated” at this point. You can
either ask him questions, or he can respond to what I’ve just said (in my paper).
Aloha awakea (good afternoon), aloha kakou (greetings everyone). I just want to
say a couple things. I appreciated Ish’s reference to the ancient hula being related to the
Hawaiian martial arts, I think that’s why Tony Todaro wrote the song, “Keep your Eyes
on the Hands!” (laughter) I want to acknowledge the presence of Elder Komatsu. In one
of the notebooks that my dad left me, there’s a newspaper clipping in which it states that
the Hawaii State legislature officially congratulated Adney Komatsu as the first Nisei
(second generation Japanese-American ) to be called as a general authority of the LDS
church, and its an article that I treasure very much. Elder Komatsu and I go back a long
way. For many years I was working in Palau (aka Peleliu ) I was working in a hotel for
an airlines and the church had just been established there and Elder Komatsu made one of
his trips as a general authority, and there was a Sunday evening fireside and I was not
able to attend for various reasons, and later upon returning to the hotel, elder Komatsu
scolded me for not being there, but he was even more disappointed because my kitchen
was closed! (laughter) and he had not eaten. So, I went ahead and opened the kitchen and
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did the cooking and was able to feed both he and Sister Komatsu and the group that was
traveling with them.
Well, I’ve heard a lot of things today and have felt very nostalgic, for like Ish
(Stagner) I grew up with a lot of what has been talked about today, (Waikiki
entertainment scene, Central Pacific Mission (CPM), World War II, etc) Our family
housed one of the CPM missionary couples for a couple of months. I remember
distinctly Elder Gunn as well. Elder Gunn was really involved in genealogy as a
missionary, and we knew him during the time we lived in one of the three mission homes
on the property of the Wailuku chapel on Maui. Elder Gunn would come back to his
home at the end of the day, and through his window he would yell, “What’s the magic
word?” and we would yell back as little kids “Jimmy-ology!” What wonderful memories
those days have given me.
"I am James LeRoy Lanakila Mo’ikeha, the son of Solomon
Kekanakailokookaoihana Mo’ikeha Sr. and Amy Hooipoipo Cockett, born and raised on
the island of Maui. The name LeRoy was given to me by my dad in honor of the
missionary who helped my dad become worthy to receive his priesthood. My name,
Lanakila, which means victory, was given to me by my paternal grandmother, my
beloved tutu."
Our family was always a musical family. My dad and his brothers, raising funds
for the church in those early years on Maui became known as the Mo’ikeha Quartet.
Amy dad was a self-taught musician and a disciplinarian. We had vocal exercises every
day. He had a beautiful tenor voice and he taught me how to sing. I remember starting to
sing when I was 5 years old. As years went on, we sung a lot. I cut my first recording
when I was 11 years old, with the 49th state recording company and Johnny Almeida was
Director at that time. They came around looking for new music and the song I recorded
with them was “Maui Girl.” It got a lot of playing time from Hal Lewis, also known
locally as “Aku Head Pupule.” And because it got a lot of playing time, there was a lot
of demand, and so I was able to cut a series of recordings, and I got tagged as the Bobby
Bloom of Hawaii. Bobby Bloom was a young popular singer at the time.
I came on to the Waikiki scene just about the time Alfred Apaka died. Ish, you
need to include Alfred Apaka in your paper. He was LDS. It was interesting, you had so
many people wondering why his funeral services (attendee by thousands) were being held
at the LDS Honolulu Tabernacle.
Another wonderful individual that I’ll always remember is Andy Cummings
that’s another name that needs to be added to your paper, Ish. Andy Cummings wrote
many beautiful songs, and one song that used as a young boy to win a lot of song contests
and trophies was a song he wrote called, In Spite of All.” It was my favorite song for a
number of years.
When Alfred Apaka passed away, they had auditions going on and I was invited
to audition, and at that time the hotel now known as the Hilton Hawaiian Village was the
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Kaiser Hawaiian Village, and I auditioned with Henry Kaiser (the major developer in
Waikiki area) and his wife in the audience, with the group then that played with Alfred
Apaka, headed up by Benny Kalama. I was offered a contract and so I decided to take a
stab at it. And so I “did” the Tapa Room--no longer there--and right next door was
Arthur Lyman and his group. I did a one-year contract and then I didn’t want to do that
anymore because hands had changed at the hotel (new management)
After that I came close to becoming a police officer, but on the last day I
performed on that first contract, the general manager and vice-president of the Hilton
Hawaiian Village, also a former purser on Matson Lines (shipping/cruise line) asked
what I was going to do and I said, “I’m going to become a police officer.” He said, “No,
you’re not. Report to my office on Monday morning. You’re going into the hotel
business.” And so I spent 45 years in the hotel business.
Well, during all that, I still did a lot of entertainment. When the Sheraton Maui
Hotel opened, I had been working at the Hilton Hawaiian Village as an assistant manager
and was invited then to apply for the front office manager’s position, and so I did. And in
addition to that, I also became the entertainment director and headliner for the Discovery
Room at the Sheraton Maui Hotel. So I worked during the day as the front office
manager and sang in the evening six nights a week. I did it for two years and one time
Haunani Kahalewai, who was the headliner for the Monarch Room (Royal Hawaiian
Hotel), had gone on vacation for two weeks, and so for two weeks I would get on a plane
in the afternoon and go in to Honolulu, do the Monarch Room at night, and the next
morning fly back to Maui to go to work. I did that for two weeks each of two years.
I was then invited after that to be headliner for the Monarch Room at the Royal
Hawaiian Hotel and so I decided that I would move again from Maui. The other
headliner with me at that time was a young woman named Darlene Yoshimoto who was
known as Masako. And so Masako and I headlined for a couple of years and then I went
into the Surf Room (Royal Hawaiian) for a while, and then I figured out I could make
more money if I did concerts. And so I went to Japan, and Mexico and the U.S.
Mainland. I probably made more doing that in one year than I did doing nightly shows
all those years previous.
That’s been my experience with the music scene in Waikiki. And then again certainly, as
things would happen with the passing away of Alfred Apaka, I was given the opportunity
to do that (Waikiki entertainment). It was a big step up from those early days on Maui
doing the weekly show at the Maui Palms Hotel with a kumu hula (dance leader) getting
five dollars a night for singing and dancing. So, I’ve been blessed. What a wonderful
talent Heavenly Father gave me and the opportunities that I’ve had to make other people
happy. Amen.
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King’s Falls (near the Nuuanu Cemetery)
During the afternoon, the entire group drove from the Auwaiolimu Chapel to the Nuuanu
Cemetery in Nuuanu Valley, parked the vehicles, and walked in to the woods roughly
100 yards to where the falls are located along the Nuuanu stream.

(Courtesy Mark James)
According to Elder William Farrer’s diary (Britsch, 1986), the eight Elders arrived on
Oahu on December 12, 1850 and before going to bed, laid plans for a dedicatory service
the following day. “In the early morning of 13 December, the elders walked up Nuuanu
Valley to the beautiful King’s Falls. At the falls they bathed, their first real bath in a
month, and then hiked another mile up the valley. In a secluded place about a thousand
feet above sea level, in an area now called Pacific Heights, they built a stone altar about
three feet high and three feet around. Together they sang hymns and prayed. After
sharing their feelings about their mission, they knelt together as Hiram Clark (Mission
President) offered a prayer dedicating Hawaii to the preaching of the gospel.” (pp. 4-5)
Today, King’s Falls remains a very popular swimming spot for both local youth and a
few intrepid tourists. The pool is quite large and sufficiently deep to allow diving from
the 15-20 foot height of the falls.
Reference: Britsch, R. Lanier (1986). Moramona: The Mormons in Hawaii. Laie, HI:
Institute for Polynesian Studies.
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